The Silk Road from China to India 

        Over many centuries two vast regions of Asian continent – China and India have been seeking after mutually beneficial trade relations. The great mountainous system of Hindukush, which latitudinally stretches from India for almost 800 kilometres, the Tibetan Upland in south-western part of China, which is surrounded by the mountain systems of the Himalayas and the Karakorum, upland plains and the Tien-Shan mountains in the western and north-western parts of the country, all these impeded the realization of the dream to construct convenient and short cut transport communications. Only trade caravans, keeping the beaten, by-pass tracks of the Great Silk Road, negotiated wearisome deserts and steppes. 

        At present the problem of constructing reliable transport thoroughfares between the two great countries still remains topical. As world economy develops, especially with regard to high rate of economic growth in the countries of South-East Asia, the necessity of revival of ancient overland trade routes on an up-to-date level becomes more and more obvious. By now, there have been built three new highways from China to India. 

        The first of them - the Karakorum Highway (KKH), built by China in the '60s-80s of the 20th century, joins the country's transport network in the north. The road construction was carried out through an extremely difficult location: narrow mountain corridors and snow-covered mountain passes. The most arduous section was located at the height of 4890 metres above sea level. Twenty-five thousand engineers and workers participated in the realization of the project. China invested more than 3 billion US dollars into the construction of the highway. Intended for all-weather transport operations, this highway is however closed during winter months, due to snow slides on the mountain passes. This world's highest paved international road connected Western China with the capital of Pakistan – city of Islamabad, as well as with the largest Pakistani port on the Indian Ocean coast – city of Karachi. 

        The second route goes through the trading border post Nathu La, which was jointly opened by India and China in the Himalayas at the height of almost 5,000 metres above sea level. The pass is located on the Indo-China border connecting the Indian State of Sikkim with the Tibet Autonomous Region of the People's Republic of China. International analysts expect the volume of trade operations carried out through the Nathu La pass to reach 12 billion US dollars. The creation of a railway road between Calcutta and Lhasa will also contribute to this. In China there was put into operation the railway road which connected the Tibet capital Lhasa with the railway network of the country. 

        And finally, a rather promising transport corridor from China to India is the route across Central Asia, which from ancient time was one of the main branches of the Great Silk Road. The most important section of this transport corridor is the highway Termez-Delhi, which is also called "the highway of the future". Besides China and India, many other countries of South-East Asia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia, countries of Central Asia and of Northern Europe, as well as Baltic countries, are greatly interested in this transport corridor. The route runs from the utmost southern city of Uzbekistan via Afghanistan and Pakistan to the Indian capital. The importance of this route as the shortest transport artery will be constantly increasing. Taking into consideration the prospective transit cargo flow to be transported through the territory of Uzbekistan after the commissioning of the transport corridor, Uzbekistan launched certain preparatory activities. Thus there was prepared the feasibility report on construction of Termez – Samarkand highway. Moreover, Uzbekistan and India intend to work out joint projects on developing the infrastructure of the countries. At the moment there exists a real potential to build a railway line via Afghanistan to the Indian Ocean coastline: in 1982 in Uzbekistan there was constructed a unique motor-car and railroad bridge across the Amu Darya river, which separates Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. 

        Recently, the Central Television of China, Chinese Research Centre for Xian Cultural Heritage, and Beijing TV studio for science-fiction film production organized automobile rally which started in Xian (China) and finished in Delhi. The route of the rally covered the distance of 12,000 kilometres and ran through the territory of Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan, in other words, almost repeating the route taken by Xuan Zang – the 7-th century Chinese monk, philosopher and diplomat. The rally once again demonstrated the topicality of the revival of the Silk Road branches, but in routes and speeds of our impetuous 21st century. 

Golden Ring on the Silk Road 

        Specialists estimated that 80 percent of tourists visiting Central Asia choose the itinerary called "Golden Ring on the Silk Road". The itinerary is as follows: Tashkent - Urgench (Khiva) - Bukhara - Samarkand - Tashkent. 

        Within a rather short time (7 days/6 nights), those guests who choose the above itinerary can see many interesting things and experience the atmosphere of this mysterious ancient land. 

        At all times Uzbekistan was a major crossroad on the Great Silk Road. This land abounds in many outstanding historical and architectural monuments. The most remarkable are the sights of Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Tashkent. Their age exceeds thousands of years, and they are full of natural exotics. To the present day these oriental cities, each with its own tales and legends, fascinate tourists with turquoise domes of their mosques and mausoleums, sky-rocketing minarets, radiance of colours and richness of decor of palaces and madrassahs, many-coloured pallete of the boisterous bazaars. 

        The first destination on the itinerary where tourists can familiarize themselves with Uzbekistan's cultural and historical legacy is city-museum Khiva. Taking a morning flight Tashkent-Urgench, within less than two hours tourists reach city of Urgench - the centre of Khorezm Province. In the ancient times this land was home to legendary state of Khorezm-shakhs and, as some scientists believe, the birthplace of Zoroastrianism - one of the world's most striking religions. From Urgench, by motorcar, tourists are taken to Khiva. This city, which developed on the north-western border of the Kara Kum desert in the 10th-11th centuries, is the best extant Silk Road centres. Walking along the labyrinth of narrow streets of the city's historical core – Ichan-Kala, the visitors can admire ancient citadel Ark, Tash Hauli palace, Juma Mosque, Pakhlavan Mahmud mausoleum, many other splendid constructions. 

        The next destination is "Blessed" Bukhara. On approaching the city one can see the main vertical line of the city – the majestic Kalon Minaret, whose height is 47 metres. The Ark (citadel) which is more than 1500 years old, Chor Minor Madrassah, Ulugbek Madrassah, Miri-Arab Masdrassah, ensemble Bolo-hauz – these are the wonderful works of ancient architects. The real gem of Bukhara, as well as of the whole Central Asia, is Samanid Mausoleum (9th-10th centuries) which fascinates the visitors with its compositional completeness and intricacy of its lace-like brickwork. 

        Next day tourist make their way eastward, for magnificent and gorgeous Samarkand: the city whose history numbers 25 centuries. "Rome of the East", "Image of the Earth", and "The Eighth Wonder of the World" – the city enjoys many panegyric epithets. Centuries-old history of Samarkand is closely connected with the names of outstanding rulers and travelers, scholars and poets, such as Alexander the Great, Marco Polo, Avicenna, Alisher Navoi. It was here that the dynasty of Amir Temur reached its acme. Meaning to make Samarkand the great capital of the world, the ruler of Movarounnahr did not spare his riches and carried out grandiose construction work. Today tourists are captivated by the beauty of Gur Emir Mausoleum, where Temur found eternal peace, magnificent Bibi-khanun Mosque, Shakhi-Zinda necropolis, Registan Square - a kind of city's "visiting card"- with its three marvelous madrassahs: Ulugbek Madrassah, Tillya Kari Madrassah and Sher-Dor Madrassah. 

        Finally tourists reach their last, but not the least destination on the "Golden Ring" itinerary - city of Tashkent, a centre of ancient civilizations, a modern megapolis, the capital of independent Uzbekistan and its political, economic and cultural centre. The nightlife of the city is represented by numerous discotheques, clubs, bars and restaurants, where common merriment lasts all through the night leaving no one impassive. 

        Many monuments of medieval architecture, such as Kukeldash Madrassah, Barak-khan Madrassah, Juma Mosque have been preserved in Tashkent. 

        The Uzbek proverb states: "He knows much who has seen much, rather than lived a long life". The itinerary called "Golden Ring on the Silk Road" provides visitors with opportunity to follow the caravan routes and get to know the history of the greatest cultural phenomenon of the mankind.

The Silk Road Eminent Persons Group

gets ready for its first meeting 

        As is well known, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) together with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) started in 2005 the Silk Road Initiative project. Inspired by ancient trade traditions which developed on this well-known ancient thoroughfare, the project aims to promote cooperation between the countries of the region and to launch mechanisms able to develop their potential through various activities. All this is expected to bring further prosperity to the Silk Road region. 

        The Silk Road Initiative project embraces three main areas: trade, investments and tourism and is being successfully implemented. Last year there were realized a number of activities, including the First Silk Road Cities Forum and the First Silk Road Investment Forum, with the main objective to enhance regional cooperation and to realize Central Asian potentials. 

        Significant activities are planned for the year of 2007 and beyond. Thus, in the context of the project’s part aimed at promoting tourism, UNDP suggested establishing the UN Silk Road City award scheme to encourage Silk Road major urban areas which show commitment to implement the strategy of sustainable development, with due consideration for their environmental assets, historical, cultural and economic peculiarities. It is expected that realization of this initiative will inculcate in their local governments a feeling of competition and will promote improvement of their tourist infrastructure as well as further development of tourist services and facilities. The selection of the cities would be made on the basis of criteria to be prescribed in accordance with the internationally acceptable standards. 

        In order to successfully implement the initiative, the UNDP, UNCTAD and UNWTO made the decision to set up an independent Silk Road Eminent Persons Group whose task is to draw up the transparent criteria and mechanisms of sustainable tourism development as well to identify the cities to be nominated for the UN Silk Road City award. 

        A number of prominent members of the society such as academics, executives from the private sector, arts and crafts experts, and representatives of local and international tourist industry agreed to participate in the work of the Group. 

        The first meeting of the Silk Road Eminent Persons Group is scheduled to be held in Madrid on 22-23 March. 

        The UN Silk Road Cities will be promoted at the UNWTO Silk Road stand at international travel fairs such as: ITB Berlin, WTM London, FITUR Madrid and other international tourist events. These activities will make for further promotion of Silk Road tourist product. 

Silk Road Cities Forum 

        In Uzbekistan there was held the Silk Road Cities Forum. The event was initiated by United Nations Development Programme. 

        It was not by accident that Uzbekistan was nominated as the Forum's venue: for centuries Silk Road region have been one of the most brisk centres of economic activities and the main branches of the Great Silk Road crossed the territory of modern Uzbekistan. Trade routes of Central Asia and China connected East and West and promoted the development and spread of science, new technologies, and cultural exchange. In the principal Silk Road cities there were constructed architectural monuments, flourished arts and crafts. 

        The Silk Road heritage includes not only material wealth, but also the great humanistic traditions on strengthening peace and good-neighbourliness, mutually beneficial cooperation, integration of countries and peoples. Today these noble traditions are maintained by modern states of Central Asia – independent Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, China and other countries of the Silk Road region. 

        Besides issues relating to integration of the region countries' efforts aimed at development of tourist links on the Silk Road, the Forum participants also discussed the challenges of attracting investments to the countries of the region for improvement of urban and transport infrastructure both in the historical centres and between them, as well as the problems of environment, maintaining and further extending the cultural contacts. 

        Doctor Harsh Varma, Chief Technical Cooperation UNWTO, took active part in the work of the Forum. It should be noted that from 1993 in cooperation with tourist administrations of the countries-members of UNWTO, this organization has been realizing the unique international project "Tourism on the Silk Road". Under this project in 1994 there was adopted the historic "Samarkand Declaration on the Silk Road tourism", and since 2004 in Samarkand Regional Office of UNWTO has been implementing the project. 

        It is expected that new form of cooperation between the Silk Road countries will become an additional stimulus for broader and multilateral interaction of the region's states, and will serve as a real manifestation of the revival of trade, economic and cultural exchange on this ancient thoroughfare. 

The Great Silk Road. Culture and Traditions.

The past and the present. 

The International scientific theoretical conference "The Great Silk Road. Culture and Traditions. The past and the present." was held in Ikuo Hirayama International Caravanserai of Culture. 

        The purpose of this imposing forum is to contribute to the research of various aspects of the Great Silk Road, to promote international scientific cooperation and integration of the scientists from different countries who conduct study of the Silk Road historical and cultural heritage, as well as to stimulate world public attention to the revival of the ancient thoroughfare. Historians, archeologists, political scientists, art experts, architects, restorers from Central Asian countries, Japan, South Korea, Russia, Australia and other countries took part in this annual conference. 

        A number of topics were put for discussion, including the following: "The Great Silk Road; history and main stages of development”, "The role of culture in historical, political, social and economic aspects in the Silk Road region”, "Restoration of mural paintings in the historical monuments”, "Topical questions relating to the revival of the Great Silk Road in the 21st century”, "The prospects of research and preservation of the material and spiritual heritage”, "The Silk Road cultural traditions in the modern art of Central Asian peoples”. More than 50 reports were discussed at the conference. These reports were presented by well-known specialists dealing with the issues of the history of the ancient arterial highway, the topical questions of its revival in the 21st century, new trans-national cultural links in the epoch of globalization. All these reports are supposed to be published in special compiled edition within the next few months. 

        The conference appeared to be an important cultural event of the year and it evoked widespread international response. Once again it testified to the fact that at present time the Great Silk Road is not only the highway to transport goods but also a channel of profound international cooperation and interaction of varied cultural wealth, religious concepts, arts and traditions. 

        The ancient trans-national road played an important role in the development of human civilization, and today it serves the noble purpose of strengthening of understanding and good-neighbourliness between the people of the globe. 

NHK is shooting the film

"New Silk Road - 2007" 

        Since July this year the team of TV-men from Japanese NHK TV company has been working in Uzbekistan implementing "New Silk Road-2007" TV project. Yuiti Yabe – TV director, Humicashi Yoshikun - cameraman and Masai Atsushi - sound technician have been shooting a serial about ancient historical and cultural monuments of Uzbekistan. 

        This interest of Japanese television companies to Uzbekistan is quite logical: for centuries the present territory of Uzbekistan was the central section and one of the main crossroads of the Great Silk Road. More than 4000 monuments of ancient architecture, including unique ones, remain intact to the present day. It is not without reason that UNESCO inscribed into its World Heritage List the historical centres of Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shakhrisabz. The other cities of Uzbekistan are no less interesting. They had witnessed many historical events and boast of the monuments belonging to civilizations of different historical periods. 

        NHK TV-team plans to complete the shooting of the serial in October this year. The serial will be shown on national TV from April 2007 through December 2007. The audience of Japan will have the opportunity to watch the films about Samarkand, Bukhara, Shakrisabz, Andijan, as well as to make acquaintance with the unique culture of the country which keeps up the old traditions and at the same time builds a new secular state. 

        The monuments of ancient Samarkand, whose age exceeds 25 centuries, impress with their grandeur and beauty. The city was justly titled "The Golden heart of the Great Silk Road". In the 14th-15th centuries it was the capital of Amir Temur empire. Many ancient architectural monuments remain intact in their everlasting beauty. Among them is Gur-Emir mausoleum – the burial vault of the famous ruler of Movarounnahr, Shakhi-Zinda necropolis, Bibi-khanum Friday mosque. Until now the Registan square with its three magnificent madrassahs is considered to be one of architectural masterpieces of the whole Central Asia. Coeval with Samarkand is "Noble Bukhara", which for many centuries was the blessed oasis on the ancient caravan route. Tenth-century mausoleum of Ismoil Samani – the founder of the Samanid dynasty, Ark citadel where archeologist discovered articles dating back to the 3rd century B.C., Bolo-hauz mosque architectural complex with splendid multi-pillar aivan, 47-meter-high Kalyan minaret towering the city – these are just few of the numerous monuments of ancient Bukhara. In Shakhrisabz - the native city of Temur, the guests can be delighted with picturesque ruins of Ak-sarai palace, local nobility necropolis Dorus-Tilliavat and wonderful Dorus-Saodat architectural complex. 

        The capital of Uzbekistan, Tashkent city, is a modern megapolis with high-rise buildings, crowded avenues, and heavy traffic. Yet in Tashkent there are also more than 240 architectural and archeological monuments. Kaffal Shashi mausoleum, Yunus-khan and Shaykhantaur mausoleums, Barak-khan holy complex attract thousands of tourists and pilgrims. 

        Watching the serial about Uzbekistan and its tourist attractions the TV viewers of Japan will gain vivid and unforgettable impressions. It's obvious that many of them would like to make a trip to Uzbekistan and other countries of Central Asia. That is why more and more tourist companies in Japan tailor various tours to this region of the Great Silk Road. 

Caravanserai of Culture on the Silk Road 

        Ikuo Hiroyama's International Caravanserai of Culture is an international scientific, educational and cultural centre with its main objective being popularization of cultural heritage of Uzbekistan, Japan and other Silk Road countries. 

        The idea of Caravanserai of culture was suggested by famous artist from Japan - Ikuo Hiroyama. His initiative was supported by the President of Uzbekistan Islam Karimov and as a result the building of Caravanserai of Culture was constructed in the capital of Uzbekistan – City of Tashkent. 

        Caravanserai of Culture consists of two buildings. Block 'A' houses a library containing thousands of books and magazines on the Silk Road history, archeology, fine art, and ethnography; a conference-hall; administration and scientific staff premises. Block 'B' houses a big show-room where various exhibitions, festive events and concerts are held. The ground floor of the building houses two show-rooms with permanent exposition "Ceramics and rarities of the Great Silk Road", premises for office studies and reconstruction of archeological findings, laboratory and workshop for training of restorers on the basis of methods and technologies used by Japanese specialists. 

        The museum exposition "Ceramics and rarities of the Great Silk Road" is constantly enriched with new findings of regular scientific and research archeological and ethnographic expeditions of Caravanserai of Culture, as well as with works donated by Traditional Arts Centres of the Silk Road countries. The basis of the collection is formed by ancient, medieval and traditional contemporary ceramics, articles made of glass and metal, coins, sculpture, architectural elements, glazed tiles and samples of ganch - carving on alabaster. 

        The estate of Caravanserai of Culture also contains Garden of Friendship, which is decorated with symbols of long-term friendship and cooperation - evergreen cypresses planted by the leaders of governmental delegations and diplomatic missions. 

        International Caravanserai of Culture provides for the revival of Silk Road traditions, development of fruitful international dialogue of cultures on the basis of reciprocal respect, religious and ethnic tolerance. Its activity is aimed at propagation of knowledge on history, archeology, ethnography and arts. 

        The mission of Caravanserai of Culture is to expand collaboration of intellectual elite of different countries, of international funds, scientific and cultural centres and establishments in what concerns the research and popularization of the Silk Road in the countries of Central Asia, as well as in the countries of the East and the West. 

        In order to attain its objectives Caravanserai of Culture organizes the exhibitions of works of fine and decorative and applied arts, various festivals, concerts, master-classes, specialized roundtable meetings, symposiums, conferences and colloquiums, archeological and ethnographic expeditions, scientific research of restoration works, folk art contests, including the ones for invalid children, builds up the libraries and arranges museum collections. 

        Numerous tourists from all over the world regularly visit International Caravanserai of Culture where they can see the permanent picture-gallery and get acquainted with rich collection of unique exhibits, as well as buy as a keepsake exact or reduced copy of archeological artifact, items of Uzbek national dress, embroidery, ceramics, objects made of metal or wood, lacquered miniature and other traditional works of skilful craftsmen. 

Amsterdam-Beijing Classic Car Endurance Rally

on the Great Silk Road 

        An unusual caravan of 100 classic cars of world brands within one month has crossed two continents following the trails of the famous Great Silk Road. This Amsterdam-Beijing Rally has become the most grandiose and exciting event in the history of classic cars. 

        Having taken the start on the Dam Square in Amsterdam on July 15th, the unique auto caravan drove through the territory of 14 countries: the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and China. On August 13th, after covering more than 17,500 kilometres, it reached the Square of Tiananmen in Beijing, its ultimate destination. 

        Amsterdam-Beijing Classic Car Endurance Rally has become a remarkable event not only for its participants. Along the Silk Road, which for millenniums connected East and West, on horses and camels the merchants carried their goods; its trails were trodden by numerous travelers and missionaries. This ancient transnational arterial road played an important role in the development of human civilization. And now, for the first time ever, the routes of the Great Silk Road have been followed by the caravan of classic cars. This fact is a vivid evidence of great significance of this ancient highway in the history of mankind and the grandeur of international programme on revival of the Great Silk Road. 

        The age of the cars participating in the Rally averaged 50 years. But they were driven by experienced drivers – the owners of classic cars who were determined to try themselves and their “iron companion” for endurance in this significant and one of the most thrilling events in the history of classic cars. 

        To tell the truth, unlike the ancient travelers the rally participants did not have to stay for the night in noisy crowded caravanserais. After an arduous day of competition when the teams were to drive up to 700 kilometres a day, they could relax in five- or four-star modern hotels. 

        The route of the Amsterdam-Beijing Rally ran through the regions full of breathtaking panoramas – from narrow mountain roads in Eastern Turkey, Caucasus and Central Asia to the vast sandy Gobi desert in China. 

        Cars of various brands and models took part in the Rally. It is noteworthy that preference of the rally participants was given to well-known European and American brands. The brand that bore the palm was the masterpiece of Swedish motorcar industry – Volvo (16 cars from 100 participating in the rally). Among the cars participating in the Rally there were such models of the famous car brands as: full of specific charisma German Mercedes (12 cars), the product of first American motorcar-maker Ford (10 cars), a number of English brands including “wild cat” – Jaguar (9 cars), the car of kings, sheikhs and showmen – Bentley (5 cars), popular French brand Porsche (6 cars). The Rally fleet also included such well-known brands as Citroen, BMW, Renault 4, Volkswagen, DAF 66, Cadillac, Pontiac, Peugeot, Fiat, Toyota, and even “aristocratic” Rolls Royce. 

        All the models and brands participating in this unique rally had made a good showing in various preceding rallies. The latest Amsterdam –Beijing Rally was no exception. And even the “aged” Bentley Speed Six manufactured in 1934 appeared to be quite apt to cope with the difficult route. 

        To watch these wonders of motor-car industry of the past decades was a real pleasure not only for connoisseurs of auto classics, but also for the people, who regard a car as merely a transportation means. 

        The rally was arranged and accomplished by the Steering Committee "Classic Car Endurance Rally" (Нидерланды). The chairman of the committee – Mr. Jan Vermeer – is a well-known businessman from the Netherlands. Being an ardent devotee of vintage cars, Mr. Vermeer himself participated in classic cars rallies of the previous years. In 1977 he founded 

        Ultimate Events B.V company which specializes exclusively in organizing classic car rallies. 

        As early as 2003 Mr. Jan Vermeer was carried away with the idea to organize classic cars rally along the Great Silk Road from Europe to China, timing this event to the significant date in the history of the Dutch-Chinese relations – the 60th anniversary of the sister-cities relations between Amsterdam and Beijing. 

        Having enlisted the support of governmental and business circles of the Netherlands and China, "Classic Car Endurance Rally" proceeded to the technical side of the project: elaboration of the stage-by-stage itinerary, research of conditions in the countries which were to host the rally. In order to familiarize himself with the route and make proper preparations Mr. Vermeer made four inspection trips along the whole length of the route. 

        One of the objectives of the rally was consolidation of the existing relations between the Netherlands and China. That is why during the start of the rally in Amsterdam there was opened Beijing House in the capital of the Netherlands, whereas its finish marked the opening of the Holland House in Beijing and the beginning of a Holland Week in China. 

        The governments of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Georgia encouraged the idea of the Amsterdam-Beijing Classic Car Endurance Rally and in any possible way assisted in successful implementation of this remarkable event on the territory of their countries. 

        During this grandiose Amsterdam-Beijing Rally two television channels, namely RTL7 in the Netherlands and CCTV2 in China, within one month extensively covered the course of the event in 30-minute daily reports. Production company IdtV Cumulus (the Netherlands) in cooperation with North One (England) and CCTV2 (China Central Television) were responsible for the broadcast. IdtV Cumulus company, represented by twelve camera teams, was filming this event. More than 40 TV reporters traveled along with the rally and every day broadcast the fresh commentaries on the progress of the teams and provided reference information on the countries the participants traveled through. 

        Information about the rally was much featured in periodicals, too. The journalists from various newspapers and magazines virtually trod on the participants' heels and regularly reported about developments during the 17,500-kilometre drive. 

        The companies - members of the Silk Road Group (The Great Silk Road Tour Operators Group), jointly functioning in the tourist market from 1998, were the partners of "Classic Car Endurance Rally" in arranging the advancement of the Rally through the Great Silk Road countries. The Silk Road Group was set up by top class tour operating companies from the countries of Silk Road region: Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan. The common goal of this organization is to develop partnership and cooperation aimed at attracting more tourists to the Silk Road region on the basis of joint promotion of the Great Silk Road brand, as well as creating and arranging a selection of best quality tours along the countries of the region. 

        The members of the Silk Road Group, namely Sairam Tourism (Uzbekistan), Caucasus Travel (Georgia), Improtex Travel (Azerbaijan), DN Tours (Turkmenistan), Turan Asia (Kazakhstan) did their best to ensure the success of the rally during its traveling through the territory of their countries by providing wide range of quality tourist services. 

The Great Silk Road: the past and the present 

        In the City of Maebashi (Japan) there was held a research conference under the title "The 21st century: The past and the present of the Great Silk Road". The conference was chaired by a well-known scientist Professor Kudzu Kato. 

        For more than 30 years Professor Kato has worked as the head of Uzbek-Japanese International archeological expedition in Surkhandarya Province of Uzbekistan. He is the author of such popular scientific books as "On the crossroads of the Great Silk Road", "The journey across the Eurasian civilization", "The outstanding people of Central Asia", "The antiquities of Southern Uzbekistan" and some other scientific works. 

        The Conference was organized by "Uzbekistan Culture and Arts Forum" Foundation together with Maebashi City administration and Eurasian Club of Gunma Prefecture with assistance of Embassy of Uzbekistan in Japan. The Conference provided a unique opportunity for the Japanese public to familiarize themselves with history and culture of Uzbekistan and it testified to the historical contacts between Uzbekistan and Japan on the Great Silk Road. 

        More than 100 prominent representatives of academic circles of Japan, the authorities from Maebashi City administration and Gunma Prefecture, members of Uzbekistan-Japan Friendship associations and societies, as well as mass media representatives took part in the work of the Conference. 

        The Conference logically followed up the activities of "Uzbekistan Culture and Arts Forum" Foundation in Japan which were devoted to Great Silk Road and aimed at representing Uzbekistan's culture and art in Japan. Recently this Foundation organized a large-scale art exhibition "The Heritage of the Great Silk Road" in the State Art Museum in Hatodate, the city in Hokkaido Prefecture. 

The World Cultural Heritage

of the Great Silk Road 

        Notable for its unifying role in the global progress of the mankind is the ancient caravan route known in history as the Great Silk Road. For centuries the branches of overland and sea routes of this transcontinental system of roads connected different parts of the vast Eurasian continent. Not only trade was conducted on the Great Silk Road; it promoted an exchange and mutual enrichment of knowledge, technologies, beliefs, customs and traditions – thus connecting the material and spiritual cultures of different peoples and countries. 

        At the 17th Session of UNESCO General Conference, which was held in Paris in October-November 1972, there was adopted the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. Over 750 cultural and natural sites were then selected to make up the World Heritage List. To organize their protection there was also set up World Heritage Fund. 

        The history of human civilization is most vividly represented by the Silk Road monuments. In 1988 UNESCO launched the 10-year project "Integral Studies of the Silk Road – the Road of Dialogue". The travel agencies operating in the Silk Road region today basically cover 9 countries: Georgia, Armenia, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region of China. 

        Uzbekistan possesses the largest number of historical sites. Over 4000 architectural monuments of Uzbekistan are of outstanding universal value. Four of them – the complex Ichan-Kala in Khiva, the historic centers of Bukhara, Shakhrisabz and Samarkand – are inscribed on the World Heritage List. Many unique ancient monuments in these cities have been well-preserved to the present day and are of world importance. 

        In Turkmenistan only one of the sites has been inscribed on the World Heritage List so far. This is Merv, one of ancient oasis-cities along the Silk Road. The region was once part of the Hellenistic world. At the end of the 4th century B.C. Alexander the Great and his troops came here. The eastern territories soon became part of the Seleucid Empire. Merv boasts of Erk-Kala, the first walled town of Merv, ancient Buddhist stupa, Christian monuments, the gorgeous Sultan Sanjar Mausoleum… 

        In Kazakhstan the most remarkable architectural monument is the Khoja Akhmad Yassavi mausoleum in Turkestan (former Yasa). It was included in the World Heritage List by the decision adopted at the 27th Session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee held in Paris from June 30 to July 5, 2003. 

        Mesopotamia, the land between the two rivers Tigris and Euphrates, gave rise to many cultures and religions. The past thousands of years left us a lot of marvelous ancient monuments within the territory of today's Iran. Three of them – Chogha Zambil, Persepolis, and Meidene Imam (Imam Square) in Isfahan – are under the protection of the United Nations Organisation. 

        Some branches of the Great Silk ran across the territories of today's Caucasian countries – Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

        Armenia was recorded on the map of Babylon as far back as the beginning of the 1st millennium B.C. Three Armenian monuments were inscribed on the World's Heritage List: the Gekhard Monastery and the upper valley of Azat, the monasteries Hagpaa and Sanahin, the cathedrals and churches of Echmiadzin and the archeological site of Zvartnots Temple. 

        No less ancient is thousand-year old culture of the peoples of Georgia. UNESCO has acknowledged as masterpieces of world importance such monuments of Georgia as ancient patriarchal cathedral Sveti-Tskhoveli in Mtskheta (1010-1029), the wonderful cathedral Bagrati built in 1003, the monastery ensemble in Gelati (the 12th-7th centuries). 

        Another Caucasian country - Azerbaijan also possesses a number of world heritage monuments. Among them is the ancient walled city complex with the Shirvanshah Palace and Maiden Tower in Baku, the country's capital, "Icheri shekher" ("Inner Town") – an ensemble of unique architectural monuments with the traces of Zoroastrian, Sasanid, Arabian, Persian, Shirvan, Ottoman and Russian cultures. 

        UNESCO World Heritage List goes on growing. One cannot but admit UNESCO activity on preservation of oral and intangible cultural heritage. So far only 20 intangible "properties" from all over the world has been inscribed on the World Heritage List including the Georgian polyphonic singing "Shakrulo", the cultural area of Uzbekistan's Boysun District, Osman's Koran that is kept at Spiritual Council of Muslims of Uzbekistan in Tashkent. 

A new publication on tourism resources

of the Silk Road countries 

        "Tourism Pearls of the Silk Road" is the title of the first UNWTO inventory of tourism resources of the countries located along the ancient trans-Asia trade route. 

        Today the countries of the Silk Road region actively cooperate in the area of politics, diplomacy, economics and culture. High on this list is international tourism - the sector which possesses a huge potential for stimulating socio-economic progress of the developing countries. "Tourism Pearls of the Silk Road" detailed inventory of tourism product resources of the region has become one of the components and an important step toward implementation of the Silk Road Regional Programme (SRRP) – a joint initiative between UNDP and the governments of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan , Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. . 

        This richly illustrated inventory demonstrates the wide variety and quality of tourism resources of the Silk Road Regional Programme countries. 

        The inventory is structured in such a way as to give a brief introduction to the country; a description of its tourism resources including its natural tourism resources, the monuments of its cultural and historical heritage, arts and handicrafts, and cuisine; accessibility to the country; information on tourist services and facilities; latest tourism statistics of the country. 

        The pages featuring China contain information on tourism resources of those provinces of the country which make part of the Silk Road region: Gansu Province, with its world biggest treasury of Buddhist art of various epochs; Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region famous for its pagodas and "Museum of the Great Wall"; Shaanxi Province with its scenic mountains and magnificent Hukou Waterfall; Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region – the set-out of the Great Silk Road and an amazing land of snow-covered mountain tops and torrid deserts, of striking cultural environment formed by the traditions of numerous ethnic groups. 

        Section "Kazakhstan" presents the treasures of Kazakhstan nature: numerous nature reserves and national parks, including a UNESCO biosphere reserve Aksu-Zhabagly Nature Reserve, 

        Section "Kyrgyzstan" provides the description of the most remarkable nature attractions of this stunning country with abundance of snow-capped mountains and beautiful lakes among which the most distinguished is Issyk-Kul Lake, a number of ancient towns which throughout centuries used to provide shelter to numerous caravans traveling along the Great Silk Road. 

        The next section of the manual introduces the reader to tourism resources of Tajikistan – a country still to be discovered by tourists. Tajikistan is first of all the home of the Pamirs, the highest mountains in the region, of abundant mountain lakes, of rich history and unique culture. 

        And, at last the publication presents Uzbekistan – the land where scenic natural sites make a perfect match to the splendour of world-known historical and architectural monuments of Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Tashkent – the real gems on the Great Silk Road. 

        UNWTO recommends the "Tourism Pearls of the Silk Road" inventory as a manual for elaboration of regional programmes on tourism development in the countries involved. It is pertinent to mention that though the inventory is not an exhaustive one, it represents the major tourist attractions and resources of the region. In this respect it will certainly play a significant role in promotion of "The Silk Road" tourism product in the international tourist market. 

Silk Road Initiative Investment Forum in Xian 

        Within the framework of regional UNDP Silk Road Programme, on 7-8 June, 2006, in Xian (China) there will be held the first Silk Road Initiative Investment Forum. The representatives of state and private organizations of Central Asia and China, as well as UNDP, SCO and UNGTAD officials will participate in this Forum. 

        The venue for this vital international event has not been a random choice. For thousand years the Great Silk Road used to be the vital arterial road connecting East and West. The world heritage of this transcontinental thoroughfare includes not only invaluable material and spiritual wealth, but also the humanistic traditions of neibourliness and cooperation. 

        Today, after Central Asian states – Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan, gained their independence, the world interest towards the Silk Road countries takes on a special intension. Central Asia with its population exceeding 56 million people, its high economic potential, is an attractive region in terms of economic and cultural cooperation, building-up and regulation of trade flows still traversing the territory along the ancient routes connecting Europe and Asia. 

        Initiated by UNDP the Silk Road Initiative regional programme is aimed at rendering assistance in regional cooperation and development. The Programme focuses on three directions: trade, investments and tourism. 

        The Investment Forum in Xian is to stimulate the further attraction of foreign investments to the region, as well as to expand the cooperation between the participating countries, to assist their integration in the world ecomony and politics system, to enhance partnership between state and private sectors in Central Asian countries. 

        Guided by UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) the Forum will organise specialists to assist in the formulation of national plans, investment project proposals and direct investments in various branches of economy (infrastructure, tourism, hospitality business) of these countries. Working groups will be set up to develop favourable investment climate and mechanisms of investment stimulation in the region. In addition the Forum will explore the possibility of free trade zones along the Silk Road. In cooperation with Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) there will be held workshops on regional trade development. 

        Silk Road Initiative Investment Forum will be held annually on a rotating basis between Silk Road cities. 

Edward Rtveladze and his encyclopedia

"The Great Silk Road" 

        The scientific research of the Great Silk Road from historical, geographical and cultural perspectives started by many scholars of the world in the second half of the 19th century. The scientific and public interest to in-depth study of the region has increased after in 1987 the UNESCO adopted the international programme "The Silk Road – the road of dialogue" and the implementation of world-importance project on the ancient road revival was started. 

        The academician of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences, D. Sc in history, professor Edward Rtveladze is a native of Georgia. But his lifetime and scientific activities are closely connected with Uzbekistan. He is the member of Academy of Sciences and Academy of Arts of Uzbekistan, a winner of Beruni State Prize. For his great contribution to science he was given high awards of different countries. Edward Rtveladze is an honorary member of many world scientific organizations. His lectures on archeology, history, numismatics, and written language of Central Asia are attended by the students of many universities and colleges of Great Britain, France, Germany, Sweden and Asian countries. 

        From his pen there came more than 600 scientific works, including fundamental researches and monograms. They are published not only in Uzbekistan and other Central Asian countries, but also in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, other CIS countries, as well as in Great Britain, Italy, USA, Japan, and Holland, Hungary. 

        For more than 40 years the scientist has been studying the history and culture of ancient Bactria, which is the cradle of civilization in the East. He bears the palm of many archeological discoveries connected with this state that vanished from the face of the earth thousands of years ago. The collected data enabled the scientist to defend the Doctoral thesis titled "Ancient Bactria- Medieval Tokharistan. The dynamics of historical and cultural development". 

        Edward Rtveladze is also known as an expert for Kushan kingdom – another ancient powerful state on the territory of Central Asia. 

        His monograph on commodity-money relations in the ancient East was universally recognized as the best book on Central Asian numismatics and was translated into many languages. Being one of the biggest experts of Eastern religions, Edward Rtveladze edited the collection of essays published to commemorate the 2700th anniversary of great "Avesta". In this collection for the first time there was given the translation of "Videvdata" ("Extracts") from "Avesta" – a significant monument of ancient law in Central Asia. And his bibliographic research "Amir Temur in the mirror of world's science" evoked widespread response in the scientific circles of the world. 

        The monumental work of Edward Rtveladze is his encyclopedia "The Great Silk Road". He had nurtured the idea for years. He set his mind on revealing fully and without bias the role of this ancient caravan road in the history of world civilization, on tracing the impact of Central Asia on formation of peculiar cultures of the region and neighbouring countries, on showing the benefits of interaction of Eastern and Western traditions. 

        In his book Rtveladze revealed the significance and role of various countries and peoples, Greece, Roman empire, China and Sogd in particular, in formation of the Great Silk Road, vividly described the dramatic events connected with the struggle for silk, as well as interaction of ancient civilizations of East and West. The special attention in the book is called to Central Asia, its spiritual and material culture. 

        Chronologically the encyclopedia covers the period up to the 7th-8th centuries A. D., when evidently the first, early stage of the Great Silk Road development ends. The book contains extensive historical material starting from the Bronze Age to early Middle Ages. 

        One can realize the breadth of the research by the titles of its parts. In the first part of the book there are the following chapters: "Ancient Greeks and Hellenistic culture in Central Asia", "The Romans on the Great Silk Road trails", "Following in the footsteps of the Christians, the Manicheans and the Judaists", "Central Asian preachers of Buddhism in the Far East", "Sogdian diaspora in Central Asia". The second part titled "From East to West" presents such topics as: 

        "China and Central Asia", "Struggle for silk. The Turkic people on the Great Silk Road". The book also contains separate chapters "Coins on the Great Silk Road" and "Diplomacy on the Great Silk Road". 

        The book is completed with broad encyclopedic glossary and is decorated with numerous wonderful illustrations. It is a valuable scientific source revealing the "Great Silk Road" concept as well as a really gripping narration for all those who are interested in history. 

Ferdinand Richthofen,

the Originator of the "Great Silk Road" Brand 

        The word-combination "Great Silk Road" sounds like a poetic metaphor and at the same time it is a term that very clearly and fully denotes the physical and cultural character of a global historic and cultural phenomenon. How important it is to comprehend the true meaning of a discovery and provide it with proper definition! In science they say that new terms and notions should not be instituted without actual need. Christopher Columbus failed to realize the significance of his discovery and so the whole continent was called America, not Columbia. As a rule, there should be a social need for a term to appear. For example, Karel Chapek invented the word "robot" just for a single use in one of his plays; yet now it is an international term that is widely used in science and technology. 

        For a long time the transcontinental road between Europe and Asia, the longest in the world history, stretching in its best times from the ancient Rome to the ancient Japanese capital Nari, was practically nameless. Only some sections of the Road had names: Lapis Lazuli Road, Nephritic Road, and Cornelian Road. Those were the roads leading from the deposits of the precious and semi-precious stones in Badakhshan, Yarkend and Sogdiana to North China, West Asia and Egypt. 

        The term "Great Silk Road" was coined by Ferdinand Richthofen, the famous German geographer, geologist and explorer. Ferdinand von Richthofen was born in 1833 in a rich noble family in the small town of Karlsruhe, Silesia. He got his university education in Breslau and Berlin, where the lectures on Geography were delivered by famous explorer and naturalist Alexander Humboldt. While he was still a young man, F. Richthofen successfully carried out geological site explorations in Tirol and Transylvania and proved himself a serious scholar. In 1859, as a geologist he accompanied a Prussian diplomatic mission in their long travel to Asia. He visited Ceylon, Japan, Philippines, Java and India. Not only was he charmed by the exotic environment of these countries but he was also impressed by the visible traces of their ancient civilizations. He then developed a dream to make a trip to China and to thoroughly explore this country, so mysterious to Europeans. 

        From 1868 to 1872 he went on seven expeditions to almost all parts of China. His investigations covered not only the matters of physical geography, geology and geomorphology, but also various aspects of anthropogeography. On returning home, he devoted himself to processing the huge scientific data he had gathered in China. He pursued his research work as a professor of Bonn University, Leipzig University and, later, Berlin University – till his death in 1905. 

        F. Richthofen's life-work was the comprehensive treatise "China" in 5 volumes, which included an atlas with orographical and geological maps (Richthofen F. China. Ergebnisse eigener Reis en und darauf gegrundeter studiuen. Bd 1-4. – Berlin, 1877– 1883). 

        In this treatise, rich in reviews on the history of China and other Asian countries, the scientist, being guided by hydrographical data, defined the geographical name "Central Asia" 

        In volume I, in the part dealing with the historical geography of China, in the chapter titled "Trade Routes in Tarim Basin in the 1st – 2nd centuries" F. Richthofen for the first time introduced the term "Silk Road" ("Seidenstrassen"). He assigned this term to the system of roads that connected different parts of the vast Eurasian continent. 

        Before Ferdinand Richthofen the term "Silk Road" or "Great Silk Road" had hardly ever been used in ancient literature or scholarly works of the previous centuries. But in the 20th century, thanks to the unique research work by Ferdinand von Richthofen, this term first became a constant visitor on the pages of scientific publications and then was called for by international community. Today "The Great Silk Road" is a global historical brand, used in both commercial and political contexts.

Central Asian Corridor

        Jumgar Gate, located in the northern spurs of the Tien Shan mountain system, is the most important crossroad of the ancient routes on Eurasian continent. In this very area there runs one of the major transportation arteries of the present days – Trans-Asia trunk-railway, which begins at the Pacific ports. At Jungar Gate, in the very heart of Asia, the trunk-railway branches off into two lines – the Northern corridor and Central Asian corridor. 

        Central Asian corridor – the "golden section" of the Great Silk Road – runs through the territory of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Iran, and Turkey to South-Eastern Europe. On the territory of Iran the railway is branched into two lines: the latitudinal line runs in the direction of Europe, while the meridian one runs to the Persian Gulf ports. 

        Central Asian corridor was put into operation in 1996 – after the completion of the construction of 300-kilometre cross connection which linked the railway network of Central Asia with that of Iran. Millions of tones of various import-export as well as transit cargo are transported through Serahs station annually. 

        After the collapse of the former Soviet Union Iran began actively to restore the section of the Great Silk Road that crosses its territory and came out with the initiative to become the communication link between the world markets and post-Soviet republics of Central Asia and the Caucasus. It is appropriate to mention here that the possibility of westward cargo transit transportation due to the fact that railway network of Iran is connected with the Turkish railway network and thereby with that of the European countries, becomes rather promising. The creation of unified railway network from the border of China through the territory of Central Asia provided the opportunity to link the major industrial centres of Western Europe with the Pacific ports by 1,000-metre railway line. The countries located along the new line – Central Asian corridor of the Silk Road – can benefit much from intensification of exchange. Besides the profit gained from transit of the cargo transported through these territories, the countries get good prospects to further develop their own trade relations with the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea countries, with Pakistan and India. 

        The new railway corridor is also very promising for the development of passenger transportation. Such an initiative was forwarded by the railway authorities of Kazakhstan. In October 2001 there was signed a memorandum of common understanding between the Railway administrations of Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The document stipulated the opening of a new international passenger route Almaty – Tashkent – Turkmenabad – Serahs – Meshkhed – Tehran. 

        The length of the route is 3290 km with the traveling time being 68 hours. Already in spring 2002 the first passenger train was launched along the route. Dozens of European and Asian states became aware of the advantages as well as necessity of Iranian transit. 

        The neighbours of Iran also pay a great attention to the development of transport corridors. For example Turkmenistan, Iran’s nearest neighbour, laid 215-km railway line from the Central Asian corridor, connecting the Turkmenabad railway station with Kerkichi station on the Amu Darya river. There was also built the railroad bridge across the river. This new railway line joined the existing railway network in the south of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan and provided for the reduction of cargo and passenger transportation time to the southern regions of the neighbouring countries. Intensive works on reconstruction of the railroad have been executed by Uzbekistan on its section of the Central Asian corridor. 

        The significance of the new corridor for the Eurasian continent is not limited by solely economic relations. An extremely important role this corridor began to play in the development of tourism on the Great Silk Road. 

Traveling Exhibition

"The Great Silk Road and Its Heritage"

        The traveling exhibition "The Great Silk Road and its heritage" will last till December 2005 in the museums of Japan's cities Fukuoka, Ivaki, Okadzaki, Kagava and Kyoto. 

        The most valuable exhibits for this event were provided by the State Art Museum and Museum of Applied arts of Uzbekistan, Samarkand State History, Architecture and Art museum, Research Institute of Art Studies of Uzbekistan. The considerable part of the exposition is formed by the exhibits provided by the museums of Tajikistan and Japan's "Miho" collection. All the exhibited articles were discovered during the archeological excavations and ethnographic expeditions carried out on the territory of the Silk Road countries. 

        The first section called "Legacy of Alexander the Great. The onset of West-East interrelations" represents the articles made of gold and ivory, sculptures of Buddha, gemmas depicting deities and sacred animals, vessels and coins dating to the reign of Alexander the Great and the rulers of Graeco-Bactrian kingdom which appeared on the ruins of Alexander's empire in 111B.C., and which embraced most of the southern territories of Uzbekistan. 

        The section devoted to the Kushan Empire period includes artifacts representing clay and alabaster sculptures, which used to decorate the palace premises and the Buddhist temples in Khalchayan, Dalverzintepa, Airtam settlements. Of special interest is the fragment of a statue of the 1st-2nd centuries - a head of a Kushan prince in a pointed crown. There are also exhibited many other interesting archeological findings: terracotta statues of men and women, bone knives and combs, beads made of mountain crystal, cornelian, and coral, - all testifying to rather sophisticated techniques of execution. 

        Among the exhibits of the third section called "The Silk Road trade heyday. The Sogdians and Zoroastrianism" there are many ossuaries - clay containers used for keeping the bones of the dead. Such ossuaries were the compulsory attributes of the Zoroaster religion. The fragment of one ossuary from Samarkand museum contains the images of two figures of men and solar signs, whereas the other fragment contains the carved picture of a Nestorian cross - symbol of Christianity. It is known that Christianity professed by Nestorians penetrated to Central Asia along the Great Silk Road in the first centuries A.D. No less interesting are two ossuaries from Toytepa settlement (Tashkent region) dating to the 6th century, also kept in Samarkand museum. 

        At the exhibition there are also exposed the Chinese coins with square apertures in the centre, which were in circulation in Ferghana Valley, Bukhara oasis and other territories in the early Middle Ages. Unique exhibits of this section are the fragments of wall paintings from ancient Penjikent, where there were found the ruins of many Zoroastrian temples decorated with amazing frescoes made by local artists and depicting antique myths. 

        The fourth section of the exhibition is devoted to the main types of applied arts: wooden fretwork and painting, architectural decor of Khiva, Bukhara and Samarkand monuments of Islamic period, ceramic and copper embossed articles, embroidery, artistic printing and punches to make printed fabrics, textile and articles of national clothing. 

        Such an imposing exposition representing so many displays, including 300 exhibits from Uzbekistan, has been held in Japan for the first time ever. It attracts the endless stream of visitors in each city where it is demonstrated. The favourable comments testify to great public interest in the art and culture of the Great Silk Road countries. 

Kungrad-Beynau-Aktau

autobahn replaces the ancient caravan path

        One of the most important sections of the Great Silk Road - the caravan path running through the rocky Usturt plateau - has been turned into autobahn which meets all modern requirements. Kungrad - Beynau section of the transcontinental Hamburg- Shanghai throughway is reputed as one of the most complicated sections since it crosses the world's most severe desert which stretches from north to south for 700 kilometres and from east to west for 400 kilometres. In the summer the temperature in shade can exceed 40 degrees Сelsius, and everything is burnt by the scorching sun. 

        Within centuries through the Great plateau there ran one of the most important branches of the Great Silk Road. As far as antiquity merchants and travelers knew that the shortest caravan route connecting the West and the East passed between the Caspian and the Aral seas. 

        The Usturt plateau occupies the territory of three countries - Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. People confronted the difficulties of construction works on the plateau already fifty years ago. It was at that time that Bukhara-Ural and Central Asia - Central Russia powerful gas lines were built. 

        In the 21st century one will easily cross the Usturt plateau. The highway, which is being built through the plateau, will provide three-lane two-way traffic with the speed up to 120-150 kilometres per hour. It is expected that 15-20 thousand vehicles will ride along the trans-Usturt highway daily. 

        The construction of the modern highway started in 2002 from Kugrad, the regional centre of Karakalpak Autonomous Republic of Uzbekistan. In bygone days this city was the utmost northern point of Khiva khanate and within many centuries it used to be the staging post in the lower reaches of the Amu Darya river. From here the Uzbekistan road builders have advanced towards Beynau - the regional centre in Manghistaus province of Kazakhstan. From the Uzbek border the Kazakh road builders will direct further to the north towards the border with Russia in order to construct their section of the transcontinental Hamburg-Shaghai highway. A branch road to the Caspian port Aktau is planned to be built from the Kazakh section of the highway. 

        Port Aktau on the eastern coastline of the Caspian Sea is to serve a special purpose on the restored Great Silk Road. Today international ferry-lines link this port with ports of Azerbaijan, Iran, and Russia. After the modern highway is built from the transcontinental arterial road the significance of Aktau port in the international transportation operations will considerably increase. 

        Autobahn across the Usturt plateau will also expand the business opportunities of south-east and north-west transport corridor. The autobahn will enable Uzbekistan not only to improve the trade with the EU countries but also to strengthen the current relations with its major business partner - Russia. 

        People tried to develop the riches of the Usturt at all times, long before our era. This is proved by numerous beautifully decorated mausoleums which have preserved to the present days. With new pages of the Great plateau history being opened, this region attracts more and more travelers. And the modern highway which is to be built through the Usturt plateau makes this mysterious land between two seas quite accessible. 

China: the origins of the Great Silk Road

        On the verge of the 21st century China, where the Great Silk Road had originated two thousand years ago, took drastic measures aimed at revival of the ancient longest highway of the world. The country has actively joined in realization of international projects and implements unprecedented plans of road construction works on its territory. According to the preliminary outline by the middle of the current century the length of these roads will have doubled and have reached the figure of four million kilometres. Moreover, it is expected that the quality of transportation operations will attain the European standards. 

        In the 21st century Lyunyungan - Alanshankou railroad has become the main trunk-railway of China. It crosses the territory of the country from East to West and spreads to a length of 4100 kilometres. This trunk-railway links the Pacific coastline with the railway network of Kazakhstan, and via the railway communications of Russia it enables to reach Rotterdam - the Dutch port on the Atlantic Ocean coastline. The total length of the transcontinental route between two oceans is 10,800 kilometres. 

        China has got rich experience in building highways. Through Khotgos frontier there runs the reconstructed highway which links the inland provinces of China with the countries of Central Asia and further with Europe. At the same time this arterial road is a part of the northern corridor of Asian highway which is being developed. The corridor will link North-Eastern Asia with Central Asia, the Caucasus and Europe. 

        The Asian highway project was initiated in 1959 in order to include the vast areas of this part of the world into the network of international transport communications. UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific region together with creators of Asian highway project have elaborated the scheme of new road network to cross the territory of 28 countries participating in the project. By the beginning of the 21st century the length of the roads included into the road network had totalled 130 kilometres, whereas the number of countries that joined the project had reached the figure of 31. Among them we can name Azerbaijan, Armenia, Afghanistan, Bhutan, Vietnam, Georgia, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Singapore, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka. 

        Within the framework of the Chinese project, in many sections the autobahn is to run in parallel to Trans-Asian trunk-railway. The high-class autobahn, which is 4400 kilometres long, will traverse 10 provinces and will reach the coastline of the Yellow Sea coming up at Lyanyungan port. 

        The air corridors of many airlines pass over the territory of China. In order to improve the maintenance of facilities and to ensure high-quality services to the passengers, the reconstruction of airports is being done, which to a certain extent will provide for the further development of tourism in this country. With that end in view there is being carried out intensive construction of mono-railed roads, which are to embrace the whole country. Today China holds sixth place in the world in terms of inbound tourist volumes. Recently there has been worked out a 20-year plan of the country's tourist industry development. It is expected that within this period of time the profit from tourism will account for eight percent of China's gross domestic product. 

        In accordance with UNESCO and WTO forecasts, by the year of 2020 every third tourist on our planet will make a tour along the Great Silk Road. And, of course, one of the most alluring sections of the ancient arterial road is China. 

        In the history of China the Great Silk Road played a very important role and contributed much to the development of the country. The revival of this great ancient highway becomes no less important. 

UNESCO and the Silk Road

        The Great Silk Road is of outstanding cultural value to humanity. This accounts for the emphasis that UNESCO, a UN division handling educational, scientific and cultural matters, puts to the study as well as preservation of the great heritage passed on by the ancient nations. 

        In 1972 UNESCO adopted a Convention concerning the protection of the world cultural and natural heritage. 146 countries support this international treaty. In accordance with the Convention the international community assists the countries to safeguard cultural and natural sites which are recognized as having world-wide significance. To select them, the List of the World Heritage was made, which today comprises 721 sites from more than 100 countries. 

        This extensive activity directly correlates with the development of cultural tourism. The analysis carried out by the European Commission, showed that for 60 percent of tourists, culture is the prime interest in their travels. Thus it was natural that the 12th Session of the WTO General Assembly adopted the resolution on 'Preservation of the World Heritage for the new millennium". Today thousands of tourist routes have been worked out and are being operated on all the continents. However, the most attractive and the longest route, the length of which is 12800 kilometers, is the Great Silk Road. It is much due to the tourist itineraries arranged along the Great Silk Road that most of the mankind has got a straight access to the global heritage beyond the geographical domains. 

        In 1998 UNESCO declared the beginning of a ten-year project called 'Integral Study of the Great Silk Road - the Road of a Dialogue'. It provides for a wide and comprehensive study of history of civilizations, establishment of close cultural relations between the East and the West, improvement of interrelation between the numerous nations that populate Eurasian Continent. Revival of the Silk Road serves the purpose of recommencement of a thousand-year dialogue of civilizations. 

        In the course of the project realization numerous scientific conferences and workshops have been held, various films have been shot, many books, brochures and articles have been published, a number of archaeological and architectural monuments have been restored. International scientific expeditions along the Great Silk Road have undoubtedly become factual and informative basis for this activity. 

        First travel, in which members of 19 countries participated, took place in the summer of 1990 across the desert from Xian to Kashgar and then to China. A deep resonance of the world's public followed the voyage from Venice, which is considered to be the 'gateway' from the West to the East, to Osaka at the end of 1990 and the beginning of 1991. No less fruitful was the travel around Mongolia in 1992. One of the main achievements of this expedition was the establishment under the aegis of UNESCO of the International Institute for Study of Nomadic Civilizations in Ulan-Bator. 

        UNESCO's project called 'Integral Study of the Great Silk Road, the Road of Dialogue' was so effective and stirred so much of society's interest that it was decided to prolong the programme within the framework of a new project of UNESCO 'East-Western Intercultural Relations in Central Asia', which was adopted at the 29th Session of UNESCO General Conference in the autumn of 1997. 

        This ten-year project, aimed at accumulation and study of materials concerning history of culture belonging to the nations who lived in the regions along the Great Silk Road, has been successfully completed. Now UNESCO realizes a number of specific projects, the purpose of which is to revive and support particular cultural issues of the region, to protect the unique 'intangible' monuments of the Great Silk Road. 

"Silk Road" new regional programme

        Not long ago, the talks between China, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan took place in Beijing. During these talks held under the aegis of UNESCO, the parties agreed on realization of new regional programme titled "Silk Road" 

        The Development programme of the United Nations Organisation (UNDP) and the governments of China, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan suggested the realization of a new regional project which is the second stage of previously introduced UNDP programme called "Economic development of Silk Road regions - Phase I ". The level of capital investments for the project, intended for 2 years, is one million dollars. 

        The project provides for revival of economic cooperation between the Silk Road countries in three spheres of business: trade, investing and tourism. 

        In addition to the main participants of the project many other countries, including Pakistan, South Korea, Japan and Mongolia, expressed their intention to participate in realization of the programme 

Trans-Kazakh Railway on the Great Silk Road

        Kazakhstan intends carrying out the project on construction of new Trans-Kazakh trunk railway which is to link the countries of Asian-Pacific region with the main markets of Europe, Russia and Middle East. 

        The estimated cost of the project is 3.5 billion USD. This project, proposed by Kazakhstan, was supported by transport authorities of China, Iran, and Turkey. The project provides for building across the territory of Kazakhstan of a railway with a gauge narrower than that accepted in the country. Thus this new gauge will meet the Chinese and European standards, and the railway carriages will be crossing the frontiers of the states from the Pacific coastline to the Atlantic Ocean and backwards without cargo reloading or rearranging the wheel sets. It will enable cutting down of transit time and at the same time will considerably raise the competitiveness of the route. 

        New Trans-Kazakh railway will start from Druzhba Junction on the boundary with China and will stretch to the sea port Aktau on the Caspian Sea. From here the train carriages will be ferried to the Iranian ports. 

        There are also business prospects for introduction of overland transportation, provided a railway is built along the eastern coast of the Caspian Sea. Under this project it will become possible to link the Trans-Kazakh railway with the Iranian railway network via the territory of Turkmenistan. 

        The Kazakh-Chinese frontier railway crossing Druzhba-Alashankou, which connects China and Europe by transit railway running across the territory of Kazakhstan, is one of the most important railway junctions from the point of view of international transit communications. The railway crossing was built in the Junghar Gates - the natural passage between mountain ranges. For centuries through this passage there ran the famous Great Silk Road. 

The "golden length" of the Great Silk Road

        The section of the Great Silk Road running across the territory of present-day Uzbekistan is often called the "golden length", which can be easily accounted for. Just remember the analogous phrase "golden mile" used to name the central and most prestigious section of a highway. For centuries these lands, located in the centre of the ancient trade highway, were intersected with the network of caravan trails. Many trade centres of the Great Silk Road had developed in the junction of the routes heading eastwards and westwards. Uzbekistan is a home to more than four thousand monuments of ancient architecture - mausoleums and palaces, madrassahs and mosques, fortresses and architectural ensembles. Due to their great significance for the history of mankind the historical centres of such Uzbek cities as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shakhrisabz are included into the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

        Uzbekistan is to become not only one of the main tourist attractions on the revived Silk Road but also an important transit corridor. This can be achieved with the help of a well-developed transport system which embraces 4 thousand kilometers of motor roads and 3.7 thousand kilometers of railways. 

        At all times the routes which ran across the Uzbek land were of great importance. But today they have taken on a special significance. The vivid evidence of this is the programme of EU technical assistance to young independent states in realization of TRASECA project aimed at creation of Europe-Caucasus-Asia transport corridor. Of 38 EU projects which have been accomplished within the last decade, Uzbekistan participated in 28. These projects mainly dealt with railway, motor, and combined transportation, legislation and trade issues. 

        Such an interest to Uzbekistan, which is one of the main transit and communication centers of Eurasian continent, is not confined to exclusively transit potentialities of the country. It is also regarded as the base for investments aimed at consequent export advance of foreign capital to the markets of neighbouring countries. This, in fact, is one of the main reasons why the industrially developed countries are interested in maintaining and promoting the transit potentialities of Uzbekistan. 

        The external support, as well as Uzbekistan's own activities, have made for considerable changes in the development of railway network and in bringing it to the internationally accepted level. Today railway transport accounts for 66 per cent of the country's cargo transportation. 

        Certain progress has been achieved in the field of motor roads construction. The main 2500-kilometre-long highway crosses the country from the North-West to the East: from Beynau on the boundary with Kazakhstan to the Kyrghyz boundary in the vicinity of Andijan. This highway has become the integral part of international autobahn Hamburg - Shankhai, which is being completed at present. This new autobahn is to detour big cities. The proposed speed of the traffic will reach 120-150 km per hour. The section of the autobahn running across the flat country will have six-lane traffic, whereas its mountainous section will have four-lane traffic. The most advanced western technologies have been used during the construction of this autobahn. Attention is paid to the creation along the autobahn of sufficient infrastructure: maintenance shops, filling stations, campings, public catering outlets, etc. 

        From the first days if its independence Uzbekistan has pursued new ways of entering the world market. With the same consistency it creates the favourable conditions for transit traffic on its territory. In the land where not long ago only camels paced the caravan trails today one can see high-powered locomotives speeding on the rails and numerous cars and trucks crossing deserts and oases along the modern highways. This is strong evidence of the fact that “golden length” of the Great Silk Road has been successfully revived. 

Caucasian corridor on the Great Silk Road

        The basic network of the Caucasian corridor is made up of the railway line running across the territory of Azerbaijan and Georgia and linking Baku, the port on the Caspian Sea, with ports of Batumi and Poti on the Black Sea coast. Already in the time of the Soviet Union this line was reputed as a well-equipped railroad possessing electrified tracks in some sections. The trunk-railway was capable of handling 40 pairs of trains per day. 

        Within the framework of TACIS Programme - TRASECA there were elaborated several projects on re-structuring and rehabilitation of tracks along the Europe-Caucasus-Asia line. Thus at Azerbaijani railway there were refitted and reconstructed two bridges and there were made major repairs to some tracks. In 1999 in the main Black Sea ports there were put into operation the railroad ferry terminals. In Batumi the construction was financed by non-state capital, while in Poti it was done under the TRASECA programme. 

        On the Caspian Sea one of the major transport junction on Europe-Caucasus-Asia line is the international port of Baku. It has several mechanized docks, oriented on treating the dry-cargo ships and tankers as well as servicing ferries and large-size containers. From Baku across the Caspian Sea most cargo is transported on ferries to the ports of Turkmenbashi and a young rapidly growing Kazakh port of Aktau. 

        In the west the Caucasian transport corridor also forks into different directions. Railway ferry crossing links the Georgian port of Poti with port of Ilyichovsk in the Ukraine and port of Varna in Bolgaria. Thus there was created the triple ferry crossing-Varna-Ilyichovsk-Poti/Batumi. 

        In future the ferry crossings will link the Georgian ports with ports of Romania, Turkey, Russia and other destinations. 

        The efficiency of the Caucasian corridor will considerably increase through handling the expressway container trains. The first expressway train following the route Baku-Poti was put into operation in 1996. 

        It is also possible to make the Trans Caucasian railway of a higher importance by introducing new branch lines. Thus implementation of the project aimed at construction of the railway line from Turkish town of Kars to Tbilisi, capital of Georgia, will contribute much to the success of the Trans Caucasian trunk railway. Introduction of a new railway section Kars - Akhalkalaki and reconstruction of the section Akhalkalaki - Marabd also serve this purpose. Georgia and Turkey alike consider this project to be extremely important. 

        Armenia is particularly interested in construction of a railway line from Zangezur located in the southern part of the country to Iran. Thus, through Yerevan-Megri-Duzal-Tebriz line, Armenia will be able to get access to Iranian railway network and further to the ports on the Persian Gulf coast as well as to the states of Central Asian region of the CIS. 

        Iran, for its part, is also rather interested in having its outlet to the Georgian ports via Armenian territories. Thus in 1996 Iran signed the agreement with Georgia on export-import cargo transit transportation. 

        To bring a proper order to its own transport railways and highways became one of the most important tasks for Armenia. It was expected that by the end of 2004 all the major highways of Armenia would have been reconditioned, with the main attention being paid to the lines providing transit from Georgia to Iran. 

        Azerbaijan and Georgia too are involved in the up-grading of their highways. There has been put forward an idea of construction of Trans-Caucasian chargeable highway Tbilisi - Baku, which can make for considerable reduction of travel time from the Black Sea coast to the Caspian Sea coast. 

        The Caucasian corridor has all the chances for further development. The Caucasus is known to be rich in unique samples of ancient architecture, beautiful landscapes, peculiar folk traditions. All this inevitably attracts millions of travelers and makes the tours along the Great Silk Road more and more popular. 

Trans-Tajikistan motorway on the Silk Road

        Present-day roads in many sections coincide with the ancient caravan tracks. This equally relates to the main motor road of Tajikistan - the Pamir highway. This highway is the basis of the Trans-Tajikistan motorway that stretches for 1300 km. The point-to-point passage from the Uzbek border to the Chinese border will become effective after all the reconstruction of the road and construction of its new sections are completed. For accomplishment of this task the government of Tajikistan engaged a number of foreign investors and contractors. 

        The Trans-Tajikistan motorway starts from the banks of the Syrdarya - the second largest river in Central Asia. Farther on all the roads swerving from the main line inevitably come to Anzob mountain pass across the Gissar Range. This mountain pass plays a pivotal role on the western section of the Trans-Tajikistan motorway. It is a peculiar natural stone barrier 200 km long, which divides the north and the south of Tajikistan and serves as a watershed for the country's largest rivers - the Amudarya and Zerafshan rivers. The height of the pass is 3,372 above sea level. It takes about 1.5-2 hours for the cars to reach the highest point of the pass driving along the serpentine way. As early as 1989 there was started the construction of five-kilometre tunnel through the mountain range. However, the works were executed at a slow pace due to financial difficulties. 

        In 2003 the construction firm "SOBIR" from Iran won the international tender for completion of the tunnel. The total cost of the unique project is 110 million US dollars. On completion of the construction of the tunnel Tajikistan will be able to provide 24-hour transport communication between the north and the south of the country and will facilitate the access to the westward neighbouring countries. Besides, it will provide the shortest route for direct transit across Tajikistan between South-Eastern Asia and Europe. 

        After passing the Gissar Range the motorway descends into the Gissar Valley where the capital of Tajikistan - Dushanbe is located. Here the motorway heads for the south and then swerves to the east in order to cross the vast mountain area of the Pamirs - a sort of cold desolate wilderness with precipitations not exceeding those of the Sahara desert. Having surmounting the Sarykul range, in some points reaching the height of more than 6,000 metres above sea level, Trans-Tajikistan motorway reaches the border with China. 

        The eastern Pamirs, vividly described in Marco Polo's travel notes, still remains a rather under-populated area, and in most of its sections the motorway runs at the height of 3000-4000 metres above sea level. In the western Pamirs the motorway runs through similarly virgin solitudes with typical altitude drops and clouds floating so low that sometimes drivers see them not in the sky but directly beneath the feet. Here and there, nestling against the mountainside, there are fortress-like houses and green patches of cultivated land with glittering lines of irrigation canals coming close to them. Abundance of exotics makes the Trans-Tajikistan motorway rather attractive to tourists. 

The Third International Silk Road Conference was held in Xi'an

        The ancient Silk Road between China and Western Europe elevated exchanges along the areas it touched. Now there appears some hope to revive and modernize that ancient route. A new route could further strengthen ties and economic development in China, Central Asia and Europe. 

        According to Wim Westerhuis, senior representative of the International Road Federation (IRF), IRF envisages modern road links connecting the heart of China and the industrial centres of Western Europe. 

        "It is not simply a highway, but a network of roads facilitating trade between two major economic powerhouses, enhancing the development of land-locked Central Asia and making its markets more accessible", Westerhuis said. 

        This ambitious plan has caught the attention of 12 countries of the Silk Road region, including Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, Georgia, Iran, South Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Their ministers of communications discussed details of the plan during the Third International Silk Road Conference, held in Xi'an. 

        Xi'an was the starting point of the ancient Silk Road and is now the capital of Northwest China's Shaanxi Province. Co-sponsored by the Chinese Ministry of Communication, IRF and the government of Shaanxi Province, the conference aimed to enhance regional communication cooperation and to build a new Silk Road transportation corridor, which makes it easier and more convenient to cross borders. 

        The first International Silk Road Conference was held in 1998 in Turkmenistan and the second was held in Uzbekistan in 1999, discussing the rejuvenation of the Silk Road and construction of transport infrastructure. IRF has tenaciously promoted the Silk Road despite the five-year gap since last conference in Uzbekistan. 

        The International Road Federation, established in 1948, is a non-governmental and non-profit world organization with some 70 members from governments and private firms. It is involved in road construction and financing and participates extensively in road building and development. 

        With the spectacular economic growth in China, with the European Union looking more outward, and with the continuing development in Central Asia, the need for a road network along the Silk Road is ever more apparent. Some countries, such as China, have already made substantial progress in the construction and rehabilitation of the road links on their territory, while others lag behind. "Our purpose is to promote the development of the whole region", Westerhuis said. 

        The Xi'an Silk Road Conference also attracted financial organs, including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank and APEC and other international organizations. 

WTO office on Silk Road

World Tourism Organization (WTO) has opened its office in Samarkand 

        One of the main events of the last week was the opening in Samarkand of WTO Office for development of tourism on Great Silk Road. Samarkand is known to be the centre and the main crossroad on the Silk Road. One could say that WTO opened here its gate on the Silk Road. 

        In his speech at the opening ceremony Dr. Dawid de Villiers, Deputy Secretary-General of WTO, remarked that Samarkand is one of the most ancient cities in the world. And the purpose of opening here of the organization's branch is to increase the number of foreign tourists traveling along the Great Silk Road. 

        Dr. Dawid de Villiers rated high the tourist potential of Uzbekistan. It is notable that Samarkand Office of World Tourism Organisation has become the second Office of such kind in the world, the first being opened in Osaka, Japan. Thus once again Samarkand has been acknowledged by WTO as the Silk Road centre. 

        "It is not by accident that Samarkand has become the seat of WTO branch. Being located on the crossroads of the Great Silk Road it is one of the most popular tourist destinations. The Office will coordinate the further activities under the Great Silk Road Project", said the deputy regional representative of WTO Andrew Shlevkov. 

        Samarkand Office of WTO will help to market the Silk Road as a multinational, culturally diverse and enticing destination by raising awareness among the travel trade in major generating markets. Thus it will work for the benefit of all the countries participating in the WTO Silk Road Project. 

Kazakhstan: 

perspectives of transit transportation

        Kazakhstan plays a vital part in realization of large international projects on building and reconstruction of highways on The Great Silk Road. Newly developed country makes considerable investments to the upgrading of highways that cross the country. These purpose-oriented appropriations increase every year. 

        The major portion of passenger and cargo transportation between Kazakhstan and China is carried out via Khorgos border cross in the Jungarian Alatay. This is the area where caravan paths used to cross the land in the ancient times. In the early 1990-s China built a modern highway to Khorgos, thus making it possible to drive from this highway out to national highways and subsequently down to the ports on the Pacific coastline. Kazakhstan, too, carried out necessary road construction works. It enabled the countries to launch a direct international bus service between Central Asia and Xingzan -Uygur autonomy district of China.

        Khorgos border cross has all perspectives of development. At present Kazakhstan specialists study the possibility of building in Khorgos a railway crossing in order to increase the flow of automobiles. This is secured by a large-scale reconstruction of transit highways, which is being carried out in Kazakhstan. Among them there should be first of all mentioned the highway Saratov - Uralsk - Kzyl-Orda - Shimkent - Almaty - Khorgos - Urumchi. Another highway, leading to Shimkent, comes from Russian city of Samara, while a highway from Chelyabinsk (Russia) leads to Astana via Kostanai.

        Capital of Kazakhstan is the most important transport junction on the Great Silk Road. And from this viewpoint the relocation of the country's capital to Astana has become a rather successful decision. The highways from Astana lead to all parts of the world, including the second capital, Almaty. The Astana - Bishkek highway is under reconstruction at the moment. 

        Along the meridien Kazakhstan is crossed by Astrahan -Aktay - Turkmenbashi highway. Kazakhstan is carrying out the reconstruction works on its part of the highway. 

        Development of transport infrastructure, according to Kazakh specialists, portends not only good proceeds from transit transportation, but it will also help the country's economy to rapidly integrate into the world's economy, to develop natural resources, to increase the employment of the population as well as to improve the people's well-being. 

        Building of quality highways will also have a beneficial effect on tourism. Kazakhstan possesses unique natural and historic monuments for the development of tourism. 

Uzbekistan - Kyrgyzstan - China Highway:

reviving the middle section of the Silk Road

        238-kilometre Osh - Irkeshtam road section on the reviving Silk Road can rightly claim the title of a "gold" highway not only due to the considerations of its symbolism, but also in light of the construction costs to be incurred. Such conclusion becomes valid taking into consideration the fact that the mentioned section lies through rather hard-to-pass ranges of the Pamir - Alay mountain system, which separates China and Central Asia.

        Xuan Zang, head of the diplomatic mission from China, is reputed to be the first to surmount this natural obstacle in 128 B.C. There are all the grounds to consider the date Xuan Zang arrived at Ferghana Valley as official discovery of the Great Silk Road, because since that time onwards an active trade of the main commodity - silk was started on this transcontinental road.

        In 1893 the horse path Osh - Ishkertam was widened, fortified and developed. It was even named "a wheel road", though the goods used to be transported on pack animals: horses, donkeys and camels.

        Taldyc is the most difficult mountain pass on the Osh - Ishkertam road section; its altitude is 3615 metres above sea level. Snow lies here up to the beginning of June. However, the pass can also be walked along in wintertime. From Taldyc pass opens a majestic view on the snowcapped mountain chains of the Alay Range that encircles Ferghana Valley from the south and southeast.

        For many centuries trade caravans used the mountain passes of the Alay Range as well as Djungar Gates in the Tien-Shan Mountain System.

        After the Republics of Central Asia declared their independence, the issue on construction of the modern highway from Uzbekistan to China became especially pressing. In August 1996 China, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan signed an agreement on building of the 600 km highway, which had to connect such cities as Andijan, Osh, Saritash, Irkeshtam, Kashgar. The project cost is more than $100mln. The building of the road began in 2000. At the first phase the road was covered with ground layer. Not only horses and camels could walk along such a road; cars could also drive along this road. Though the pass in its present state has become practicable exclusively for cross-country vehicles, there has appeared the possibility to set up road check-point on Kyrgyz - Chinese border in Irkeshtam. The check-point will be officially opened on 20th May 2002.

        Check-point "Irkeshtam" can serve 300 to 500 thousand tons of cargo and 100 to 200 thousand passengers a year. The infrastructure of the check-point meets all the internationally accepted requirements. Along the new route, which runs along the middle part of the ancient Silk Road, the cargo carriage commenced right off, since the route from Ferghana Valley to China shortened by 700 km. The bravest tourists pushed their way along this road too.

        A new task has arisen before the neighboring countries: to turn the newly laid route into the road of international standard. Realizing this task, China carries on the building of high-class highway from Kashgar to "Ishkertam" check-point.

        Republic of Uzbekistan carries on the construction across the country of high-speed 2000 km highway Kungrad - Nukus - Tashkent - Andijan.

        Certain works are being carried out by Kyrgyzstan on its section of the road. Recently the Parliament of the country has adopted the Law "On priorities of the project for the rehabilitation of the Republican highway Osh - Saritash - Ishkertam". Asian Bank of Development has already allocated a part of necessary investments for realization of the project. China, in its turn, has expressed willingness to help its neighbour in road building.

        Travel companies of the countries, located in this area, are elaborating projects for using the highway through the Alay Range for tracking of new attractive tourist routes. There are many favorable historical and natural prerequisites for realization of such projects.

        Ferghana Valley can be truly called the Oriental Gem on the new tourist route. From times immemorial hospitable and talented people have populated this land.

        One of the ancient settlements of Ferghana Valley is Osh, the town on the territory of modern Kyrgyzstan. For many centuries it was a junction point on the Great Silk Road.

        Next attraction on the reviving line of the Great Silk Road is Kashgar, a large Chinese city, which for many centuries was known as an important scientific and cultural centre. In the 9th-13th centuries the city was the capital of Karakhanids Empire. Nowadays the guests of this city can find here a lot of Oriental exotics.

        On the way to Kashgar, travelers will be able to experience captivating ascents to the passes of the Alay Mountains. The road lies through the picturesque tracts and canyons, crosses the wild and foamy mountain rivers.

Great Silk Road is the topic of Bishkek Forum

        Bishkek hosted the International Symposium "Historical and communication problems on the Great Silk Road".

        More than 30 scholars from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkey, spoke about the history, languages, trade, statehood, and communication along the Great Silk Road.

        Kyrgyz President Askar Akaev suggested to the world community that the Silk Road traditions should be developed in the light of contemporary economic, political, and cultural relations between East and West.

        One of the speakers, Dr.Feza Tansug (Turkey), expressed the leitmotif of the Bishkek Forum: "The Great Silk Road is a global cultural communication produced by economic and historical factors".

        The symposium had the honor of numbering among its participants the outstanding Kyrgyz writer and diplomat, Chingiz Aitmatov, who especially arrived from Brussels. Aitmatov was given the title of an Honorary Doctor of the Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas University, on the occasion of his 75th birthday to be celebrated this December.

        As part of the symposium, the Kyrgyz National Philharmonic Society held a concert "The Silk Road melodies", representing the music by Kyrgyz, Kazakh, Uzbek, Chinese, Russian and Italian composers.

Turkmen transit on Silk Road

        Turkmenistan, from time immemorial located on the crossroad of routes of the ancient Great Silk Road, has all the reasons to act today as one of the main transit states on this old transcontinental highway that is being restored to life.

        National program "Strategy of social and economic reform in Turkmenistan for the period up to the year of 2010" provides for a radical change of an existing transport infrastructure. In the realization of projects on development of transport communications development Turkish and Iranian companies act as the principal partners of Turkmenistan.

        The largest construction sites of the country today are Trans-Karakum railroad and highway. Both these transport arteries with a length of 550 kilometers each are to cross the desert from South to North - from Ashgabad to Dashoguz. Total cost of both roads construction will exceed one billion US dollars.

        On getting over the sands of the Karakum Desert, the builders will have to construct the transport communications to Dashoguz, administrative center of the region and the oasis in the north of Turkmenistan, both bearing the same name. Here the new roads are to join the existing ones. Consequently, the direct route will be ensures for both cargo traffic and tourism traffic from Southern and Central regions of Turkmenistan to Kazakh port Aktay on the Kaspian Sea and further on to the cities of Russia and European Union.

        It will provide a rather strong stimulus for the further development of the North of Turkmenistan, Dashoguz oasis, which was the centre of the world's most ancient civilization of farmers and for centuries served as the main crossroad on the Great Silk Road. At numerous bazaars of this ancient oasis one could buy all the oriental goods that were in demand in Europe.

        Rich historical past and a number of the unique monuments of medieval architecture, make the Dashoguz oasis quite a perspective region for cultural tourism. On the territory of the oasis there have been found the ruins of the ancient capital of Khorezm - Kunya-Urgench. Among the masterpieces of the 12th-13th-century architecture there are the Mausoleum of Khorezm Shakh Tekesh, the Palace of Turabekhanum, 60-metre high minaret, the highest minaret in Central Asia among those, which have remained intact to the present day.

        Turkmenistan government plans to reconstruct the 600-kilometre highway from Ashgabad to Turkmenabad. This road will become a high-speed highway with six-row traffic and the facilities acknowledged in the world practice. The autobahn will link Turkmen capital with the eastern regions of the country and will join the road network of Uzbekistan on the Turkmen-Uzbek boundary.

Beyond the clouds road to Karakorum

New routes of Silk Road

        More and more states are participating in the rival to have a chance of receiving a profit from transit of the cargo along the Great Silk Road. One of the alpine countries, Tajikistan, joined the rival. For last time government of this country focused on building of the road through the Eastern Pamir by the route Kulyab-Kalayhumb-Murgab-Kulma-Karakorum.

        The new road has not only social and economic significance, but a strategic as well, because it allows to launch a traffic with China, and direct the cargo to ports of Indian Ocean along the Karakorum road.

        The Karakorum road, named the "eight miracle of the world", one of the biggest and original of Asian projects. The route with its distance of 1300 kilometers linked the Western China to the capital of Pakistan, Islamabad and the main port of this country, Karachi. Building of the route began in 1967. The road was very hard for workers to build it for its complicated location, alonf the narrow mountain corridors and the most difficult passes in the world. To solve the very complicated building problems advanced methods of that period were used. The road mainly was build at the expense of China and cost amounted about three billion US $ dollars. 25 thousand engineers and workers took part in the building. Traffic along the new route began in 1978, though the final completion of the road ended in 1986.

        Considerable part of an export and import traffic torrent between Pakistan and China falls to the share of Karakorum route. Karakorum route is considered to be an all-weather. To maintain the route China and Pakistan regularly give necessary funds.

UN Programme

"Development of the Great Silk Road region"

        United Nations Organization adopted in 2001 the Programme of development of the Great Silk Road Region. Its principal purpose is to establish capacity for regional cooperation and development, settle the problems in a sphere of transport and transit procedures regarding passing of the borders and support of the development of commerce on this base. The programme is prepared for China, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tadjikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, but the first four countries officially signed it.

        Before adopting the programme the analysis of condition of the Great Silk Road on the territory of Central Asian countries was carried out. Researches carried out in the network of the UN Programme of development of the Great Silk Road Region reveal all the narrow sites on this road and give, in detailed recommendations, answers to the questions about how to get rid of these narrow sites. The data of this research with the proper recommendations were sent out to all the governments of Central Asian countries and to government of China as well.

        The two principal directions, transit corridors and regional cooperation were the subject of research. The main point of the strategy of the programme is a widening of the regional cooperation. General interests of the regional countries are clear: this is a transport way to the closest seas through the territory of the neighboring countries; it is the shortest and the cheapest way. These are the problems of water supply (apportioning of water) and the preservation of the environment. All these problems may be settled only by means of the cooperation and, if needed, by acting mutually.

        According to the data of UN researches, the material infrastructure of the Great Silk Road is in good and partially satisfactory condition.

        Scholars and researches, who had carried out the process, expounded their conclusions in four national reports (Chinese, Kazakh, Kyrgyz and Tadjic), which then were unified in two : "Regional Cooperation" and "Transportation Corridors". In the national reports an economic state of the countries with an emphasis on the condition of the transportation and customhouses was analyzed.

        There are appropriate national coordination committees, which are responsible for the delivery of the recommendations of the UN Programme "Development of the Great Silk Road Region" to the governments of the countries-participants of the programme.

        The programme will be considered completed when all the countries-participants will accept recommendations proposed and realize them both in their legislation sphere and daily practice of exploitation of the national parts of the Great Silk Road. Only the consignor of goods is authorized to give the final praise on the work done, because he must fell the results himself, must be sure that his goods are transported faster and stored in better conditions for cheaper prizes than it was before. Surely, a new impetus is given for a widening the regional cooperation; a new brick is laid on the structure of the house common to all mankind. And the fact that United Nations plays the important role in this situation makes you feel highly satisfied.

Uzbekistan constructs new routes to seaports

        Uzbekistan is developing several transportation routes in the framework of the Great Silk Road revival initiative within the ТRАСЕСA programme, which includes three directions.

        The first route, which is already operational, links Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Georgia with exit to Caspian Sea. The second project will connect Kazakh port Aktau and Azerbaijan. The third transport route is expected to connect Ustyurt in northwestern Uzbekistan with Kazakhstan, Russia and Ukraine with a final destination of Hamburg port.

        Uzbekistan is also participating in rehabilitation of Afghanistan's transport infrastructure. Uzbek builders already have constructed 10 bridges in this country. Signing of the three-side agreement among Uzbekistan, Iran and Afghanistan on construction of a transport corridor will allow Uzbekistan and other countries of Central Asia to exit to Persian and Oman Gulfs and the Indian Ocean. 

Diplomacy of the Great Silk Road

        Doctrine of the President of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, Askar Akaev, "Diplomacy of the Great Silk Road", was promulgated in September 1998. Having given life to historical, commercial and culture significance of the Great Silk Road, having compared it with the bridge that serves as the link between the two world civilizations, Orient Asian and Western European, which had different ways of development, but taken the best things from each other, Akaev greets the revival of the Great Silk Road and associates its renovation with the processes of deepening of intercomunication and globalization of economic life of the world. "Stable and dynamic development of political and commercial and economic relations at present-day phase is impossible without strengthening of friendly, partnership, trustworthy and mutually useful relations between all states of region of the Great Silk Road", - says rightly the President of Kyrgyzstan.

        Askar Akaev has formed five political principles of his country, which is on its way of revival of the Great Silk Road and prosperity of the countries, which are connected with this road. This is an equitable partnership, friendship and cooperation; intercommunication; mutual interest; long-term perspective; multivectorness of the international cooperation independence. No of these principles is at variance with UN statute and its policy. This is a normal view on future day, normal wish to enter honorably into the world communication and to stand there with dignity. Akaev's doctrine emphasizes the establishment of the good-neighbour relations with the closest countries, China, Kazakstan, Uzbekistan, Tadjikistan. 

Silk Road motor rally under the aegis of the EU

        The world's largest car-making corporation, Daimler-Chrysler, initiated a motor rally along the Silk Road under the aegis of the European Union.

        A caravan of 10 trucks started from Stuttgart hauling more than 200 tons of humanitarian freight intended to rebuild Afghanistan. The action was also aimed at developing the Transport Corridor Europe - Caucasus - Asia (TRACECA), designed to provide economic growth and political stability in Central Asia. The TRACECA project, which incorporates 13 countries of Eastern Europe and Asia and is unofficially referred to as the New Silk Road, is the shortest ground transport route between Europe and Asia.

        Journalists of the leading European transport media editions and Daimler-Chrysler employees drove 10 Mercedes-Benz trucks on their way through Austria, Hungary, Serbia, Herzegovina, and on to Bulgaria where the caravan reached the Black Sea coast. After crossing the sea from Bulgaria's port of Burgas to Georgia's Poti, the caravan passed Tbilisi and arrived in Baku (Azerbaijan), the city where the TRACECA Secretariat is headquartered. Than the caravan ferried across the Caspian Sea to Turkmenbashi port ((Turkmenistan) and covered nearly 1,200 kilometers on Turkmen territory to Ashgabat. Then the trucks turned north, to Uzbekistan, and passed through the ancient Silk Road cities - Bukhara and Samarkand.

        The main idea of a motor rally along the Silk Road was to unite people of different countries and cultures. Another reason is that Daimler-Chrysler, the world's largest automobile producer, wishes to support and develop the TRACECA project. Organizers want to make it popular in Central Asia and known in Europe. For this reason organizers invited many European journalists to join the caravan and now wait for a wide response in European media. Organizers consider the TRACECA project very important because automobile transport is the cheapest and most flexible way for freight delivery.

        From the very beginning organizers were inspired by the images of Samarkand and Bukhara, the major historical centers on the Great Silk Road. The project created international advertising for the historical cities, Bukhara and Samarkand. This job was done by western journalists who traveled with the caravan. So in the near future the region will see new tourists from Europe.

Highway on the Great Silk Road

        The first stage in construction of the 241-km Kungrad - Beyneu highway on the Great Silk Road has been completed in Uzbekistan. The highway is being laid on the Ustyurt Plateau. This is the shortest way from Uzbekistan to the Caspian Sea. New highway will open access to European countries via the Caspian Sea. 

Art of Silk Road

        The "Art of Silk Road" keeps maintaining a remarkable tradition of contributing to a multifaceted development of Kyrgyz arts and national craft. A rich schedule of events is conducted under the aegis of the non-profit foundation. The events of Art of Silk Road Festival, which started in Kyrgyzstan embrace: 

International fair of artisans' and applied arts masters 

International fine arts contest-exhibition 

Presentation of Festival's book "Art of Silk Road". The pages of the memorable book will display artists' and artisans' autobiographies, photographs of works, and contact information. Authors from seven countries will be included in the published book 

Monument "Tunduk" (1.5 meters high) will be unveiled as a symbol of the sun and national emblem of Kyrgyzstan 

Brief Kyrgyz Republic Constitution edition will be issued in the form of a poster 

The Historical Museum will host the regional exhibition of Kyrgyz Statehood historical documents and materials 

        Revelation of premier objectives will follow approximately 50-60 artists and artisans will be participants of the festival. Seven countries are to present their nationally recognized talents: Iran, Spain, France, Germany, USA, Kyrgyzstan, Canada, and Japan. The mixture of original arts and authors accelerates the international exchange of ideas.

Great Silk Route in Tajikistan

        The Turkish Embassy in Dushanbe, capital of Tajikistan, has provided $1,500 as its contribution to the establishment of International Cultural Center "Great Silk Route", which is being constructed in the Varzob District.

        The main object of the project was in acquainting the population with rich heritage and civilization of countries of the Great Silk Route. The Center is supposed to have 10 national halls: Sogdian, Indian, Chinese, Korean, Japanese Venetian, Greek, Turkish, Arabic, Iranian, as well as Kazakh and Turkmen yurts (nomad's tent in Central Asia).

        Samples of traditional national clothes, utensils as well as information about traditions and cultural heritage of these peoples will be exhibited in these halls. The Center will be surrounded with Chinese and Venetian Gardens named after Marco Polo. The construction works are carried out with support of the embassies of the United Kingdom, Iran, China, Japan and Turkey in Dushanbe.

Japanese concept

of the Silk Road diplomacy

        On July 24, 1997 the Prime-Minister of Japan, the highly experienced politician Rutaro Hasimoto addressed to his compatriots-businessmen and stated out his "new diplomatic concept".

        "Today I would like to attract your attention to the way the foreign policy of our nation with Russia, China and the Silk Road region should be developing", - Hasimoto-san said.

        "Speaking of countries of Central Asia and Caucasus, which emerged within the Silk Road region after the Cold War epoch, it is important to note that they are making great efforts to achieve prosperity in the conditions of new political-economic system, - said the Prime-Minister of Japan. - We are glad that these countries have high expectations for Japan, as an Asian country. In fact, our country has a specific nostalgic attitude to this region, which derives from the times of the Silk Road".

        The Japanese Prime-Minister distinguished three concepts in the policy towards the countries of the Silk Road region (this means the newly independent states of Central Asia and Caucasus). "First, it is a political dialogue to strengthen the trust and mutual understanding, - he emphasized. - Second, it is economic cooperation and cooperation in development of natural resources to ensure the region's prosperity. Third, it is achieving peace within the region through non-proliferation, democratization and stabilization".

        Rutaro Hasimoto in his doctrine places the emphasis on a long-term and mutually beneficial cooperation, right up to the creation of a common global economic zone in not so distant prospects. Japan wants as well as is able to play its role in the new geostrategic region of the Silk Road, relying first of all on its international corporations, helping them to settle and to entrench themselves in the raw material and labour markets of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tadjikistan somewhat new and somewhat not new for them.

        Japan is attracted to the region of the Great Silk Road by oil and non-ferrous metals of Kazakhstan, cotton fiber and non-ferrous metals of Uzbekistan, water-power resources of Kyrgyzstan and Tadjikistan, oil of Turkmenistan and Azerbaidjan, as well as transport communications of these countries, their modernizing and joining into a unified corridor for constantly expanding transit traffic to prosperous Europe and backwards.

WTO Bureau On Silk Road In Samarkand

        In Madrid on its seventieth session, the Executive council of the World tourist organization "took into account the offer of Uzbekistan`s government on placement in Samarkand the International Bureau on the development of Tourism along the Silk Road and providing its functioning".

        In WTO leaders` opinion, this offer will be approved during the regular forthcoming fifteenth session of General assembly of this organization in October this year in China, that undoubtedly will be the most important step in realization of this unique project.

        Samarkand not accidentally has been chosen by international tourist society as a place for creation of the center on coordination of efforts of the countries located on this ancient trade arterial road. In 1994 during the First WTO session "Tourism on Silk Road", which was held in Uzbekistan, the Samarkand Declaration on development of tourism on this ancient transcontinental arterial road was taken. At that time Samarkand was called "heart of the Great Silk Road".

        As it is planned, The International Bureau on Silk Road in Samarkand will be working in close co-operation with a coordinator of the project "Silk Road" and representative of WTO for Europe Mr. Kabrini. The Samarkand bureau will be carrying out intercommunication and regional co-operation of Silk Road countries in the sphere of tourism development, facilitate joint participation of these states on tourist fairs, conduct other events aimed at developing of tourist product "Silk Road".

One more travel book on Silk Road

        In 1999, a year after leaving Edinburgh University, Alexandra Tolstoy handed in her notice at an investment bank and rode, with three friends, along the Silk Road. The trip took them into Central Asia and China, through the lush valleys of Uzbekistan and across the relentlessly hot and empty Taklamakan desert.

        "To me Samarkand conjures up more romance than Paris or Rome ever could," Alexandra observes, of a city that was conquered by Alexander the Great in 329 BC, sacked by Genghis Khan 1,500 years later, made a capital by Tamerlane in the fourteenth century, and through which almost all the colorful Chinese caravans passed, giving the Silk Road its exotic reputation.

        "The Last Secrets of the Silk Road" is divided into two sections, the first taken up with Central Asia and the women's horseback travels, the second with China, evidently a less romantic experience for them all, as their horses were swapped for truculent camels and the physical charm of their guides greatly diminished.

        They had numerous guides accompanying them, as well as a back-up crew who would set up camp and prepare supper for their arrival at the end of each day. Guides and crew undertook all practicalities, including shoeing and doctoring of the horses.

Virtual Great Silk Road

        The other days, in the capital of Georgia - Tbilisi there was held a presentation of the NATO scientific project "Virtual Great Silk Road". This project must provide the countries of Southern Caucasus and Central Asia with high-speed Internet connection. With a direct help and assistance of NATO, hundreds schools of the Silk Road countries will be switched to Internet free of charge.

        It is difficult to overestimate the importance of this event, because we even can not imagine our life without "world web" - the most advanced informational systems.

        As in the past, the Great Silk Road connected countries of the region with a help of the silk thread, now, "Virtual Great Silk Road" and modern Internet grant us the access to all the corners of the world, to the world bank of information.

Asian Bank of Development gives the grant

for Greater Silk Road Initiative

        Asian Bank of Development (ABD) gives the grant to the amount of 950 000 USD for expanded initiative "Greater Silk Road Initiative". The purpose of initiative is to help to increase the economical growth and living standard of Central Asian countries through economical partnership. The technical support allows to prepare the key regional projects and investigate expanded possibilities for cooperation in the field of transport, power engineering and commerce. In addition, the technical support will promote the strengthening of partnership between ABD and countries participating in Greater Silk Road Initiative.

The Films of the Great Silk Road countries in the USA

        Festival of Films created at film-studious of the Great Silk Road countries takes place in New York Lincoln Center with a big success. Retrospective featuring of films under a title "Films of the Great Silk Road countries" was organized by Film Society of Lincoln Center under the active support of Institute of Open Society (Soros Fund).

        More and more people in America show their real interest in culture of Silk Road countries. And this Festival has become a significant event in cultural life of New York. More than forty films of produces from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan are presented on it. But for all that, organizers have selected for the featuring not only films of famous masters but works of young cinematographers who had declared about themselves already during the years of independence.

        Speaking on the solemn opening of the Festival, the Uzbek film producer Mr.Ali Khamraev stressed that the Great Silk Road once stretching from Japan and China to Europe, nowadays reaches America. And if earlier this great caravan route promoted exchange of goods and scientific knowledge but now we exchange the spiritual and cultural values which helps our peoples to find out each other better.

The Board of Tourism is organizing

within the framework of GUUAM Association

        Within the framework of regional economical Association GUUAM, consisting of Georgia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Moldavia the Board of Tourism will be established. It is appealed not only to support broadening and intensification of cooperation of these countries in the field of Tourism but to fulfil united policy in the field of their integration into the World Tourist business. The leaders of national authorities of Tourism in Georgia, Ukraine and Azerbaijan were the initiators of creation of Board who adopted combined petition on the other days finished the 5th International Tourist Fair of Great Silk Road countries in Tbilisi.

Eduard Shevardnadze

about the Great Silk Road

        Georgian President - Eduard Shevardnadze is a passionate supporter of the development of mutually beneficial relations between various Silk Road countries.

        Being Minister for Foreign Affairs of the ex-Soviet Union, Eduard Shevardnadze during the conference on Asiatic-Pacific countries: Dialogue, Peace, Cooperation", held in Vladivostok city (Russia) in September 1990, along with the other problems submitted a question on revival of the historical Silk Road in the context of "new thinking".

        In his book "The Great Silk Road", published in Tbilisi in 1999, Eduard Shevardnadze formulates a new vision of the Great Silk Road - Eurasian transport arterial road. According to Shevardnadze, it is necessary to create unified mutually acceptable political, economic, scientific and technical, humanitarian, cultural area of Eurasia. Today Silk Road area has all chances not only for the "positive co-existence", but also for the "positive partnership co-operation". Countries along the Silk Road "… must create a new legal area, "new economic diplomacy", "new architecture" of Eurasia in response and regardless of modern theories of "civilizations clash" -Edvard Shevardnadze writes in his book.

        Edvard Shevardnadze has put forward an idea in this book on the creation within the area of the Silk Road a general market of the Caucasus and Eurasia.

Great Silk Road Garden opens in Tashkent 

        The Great Silk Road Garden was opened in the Tashkent Caravanserai of Culture. Representatives of the diplomatic corps accredited in Uzbekistan, and foreign scientists participated in the event. After the opening ceremony a concert of traditional Japanese music was performed by musicians Tokumaru Yuji, Masibuti Yoko and Jinitro. As reported earlier, the Caravanserai of culture was opened at the initiative of famous public figure, artist and scientist Ikuo Hirayama-san, rector of Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music.

European glance at the Oriental Architecture 

        Originality and unique architecture of the Silk Road countries always attracted Europeans. A German architect and journalist Phillip Moizer attempted to state the value of modern trends in architecture and town-planning of this region. Recently, under the aegis of Gete Institute, a presentation of his book "Aesthetics of emptiness" has been held.

        The book has more than 100 photos which give an idea of the modern architecture of Tashkent, Astana, Almaty, Aralsk, Bishkek- big cities along the Great Silk Road. As Phillip Moizer pointed out during his speech, he focuses his interest on symbiosis of oriental architecture and modern forms peculiar to the modern architecture of Silk Road cities.

CHARMED WITH THE STEPPES

        Since 1971, Rene Cagnat couldn't resist the idea of returning to The Silk Road. It was his first acquaintance with the magic of this region's nature and its people that later promoted him to start writing.

         Last year Rene Cagnat, a former military attache in the USSR, the Balkans, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, published his second book on Central Asia titled "Asie Centrale - visions d'un familier des steppes". "This book is the result of my incredible attraction to this region with extreme landscapes", Rene said.

         It covers the Aral Sea and its beauty in bygone days, it shows the magnificence of sunrise when rays illuminate the silver steppes, and it illustrates the amazing nomadic world with its unique customs and traditions. In his book, Mr.Cagnat included Xinjiang, China because in the past it was a part of the territory of eastern Turkestan. Today, Xinjiang has Chinese influence, but it hasn't lost its historical roots.

         Rene Cagnat took all the pictures for this book. "I never stop shooting pictures when I travel", he says.

US SENATE AND THE Silk Road STRATEGY

        US Senate evinces serious attention to the problem of Silk Road revival. In his time, senator Sam Brownback from Kansas submitted to the US Senate, as an amendment to the "Foreign Assistance Act of 1961" a Bill "The Silk Road Strategy Act of 1999". This document was approved by the American Congress in July 1999. Mentioned Bill especially interesting because a great attention in it is paid to the economic and political independence of the countries, located on the Silk Road.

         On October 27, 1999, the Subcommittee for the facilitation of the International Economic Policy Export and Trade of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee held the second reading of the project.

         Inclusion in the program of the US hearing discussion of the project on the strategy on the Great Silk Road is an evidence that this ancient trade arterial road which for many years connected East and West and nowadays is an important Eurasian road especially for such countries as Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tadjikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan.

         Applying to the US Asia Society, senator Sam Brownback said: "The Caspian basin countries and bordering countries of Central Asia and South Caucasus for the US are the main factor of economic, social and political concernment in this zone. Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tadjikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are at the intersection of principal forces of today`s world: they are rich in natural resources and are looking to the cooperation with the United States. Suffice it to say that the Caspian region holds third position in the world in terms of oil and gas resources- after the Middle East and Russia, the value of these resources exceeds USD 4 trillion. The task of the United States in this region is to secure stability, independence, economic vitality and political sovereignty. It coincides with the vital interests of the US.

COMPASS ON THE BRANCHES OF THE Silk Road

        Today more and more people show interest in the history of the Great Silk Road - this ancient transcontinental arterial road which for centuries connected East and West. An interest to the rich material and spiritual legacy of the Silk Road is increasing now, to our time unique architectural buildings, national handicrafts, national traditions and festivities have been preserved here. Therefore an interest to guide books covering the branches of ancient caravan route is increasing in the world now.

         Hundreds guide-books issued in many thousand editions on various languages covering the majority of the Silk Road countries have been published by the international publishing houses. Their authors are not just simple travelers-they profoundly study the destinations they visit, discover for themselves and then for their readers unique spots which are available here. Interest to such editions is completely understood since the guide-book is a real support in the marketing, the compass for those who decided to set on a trip along the Silk Road countries.

         Among the most valuable guides we consider the ones of such researchers as Dutch Wim van Ginkel, W. Welling, an English authors Calum MacLeod and American - Bradley Mayhew, an English and Americans B. Mayhew, R Plunkett, S. Richmond, Giles Whittel, Hazel Barker, David Thurlow, Johm King, John Noble, Andrew Humphreys, Susie Weldon, T. Atabaki, J. Versteeg, German Klaus Pander, French Herve Beaumont.

         American and English authors Dominic Streatfeild-James, Peter Neville-Hadley, Judy Bonavia, German - Claus Richter, Bruno Baumann, Bernd Liebner, Dutch - Wijnand van Rie and many others devoted detailed guides to the Silk Road.

         "Silk Route by Rail" by Trailblazer Publication, "Die Seidenstrasse" of the Hofman und Campe, "Silkroad" - Dimong Bug Co., Ltd, Japan are quite popular.

          The world-known publishing house "Odyssey Publications" specializes in guide-books publishing which cover many world destinations including Silk Road countries as well. The company has a great experience on making this important and necessary product which is in great demand on the tourist market. In the nearest time "Odyssey Publications" intends to publish the new 600-pages guide-book "Along the Silk Road. Monks, Warriors, Merchants on the Silk Road", covering the territory from China to the Caucasus.

          All these and many others guides promote the unique tourist product - travelling along the Great Silk Road. 

THE GREAT Silk Road:

THE RESOLUTE STEPS OF REVIVAL

The Fourth International Meeting of World Tourism Organization (WTO)

on The Silk Road held in October, 27-28, 2002 in Bukhara (Uzbekistan).

         The conception of revival of The Silk Road was offered on the General Assembly of UNO in 1993 in Indonesia. World Tourism Organization worked out a long-term tourist project in development of this concept. WTO jointly with UNESCO held the First International Meeting on the Silk Road in 1994 in Uzbekistan with the purpose of unification of all countries, organizations and individuals interested in the development of the project, and in ancient Samarkand was admitted a real historical Samarkand Declaration by nineteen State-Participants. Were determined the directions of tourism development on the transcontinental arterial road.

         For the past years WTO has done huge work on realization of introduced project; an international forums, seminars, conferences, trade fairs with participation of the large number of the representatives of tourism-industry were carried out. A large attention was given to marketing strategy, development and progress of tourism on the branches of The Silk Road. The major stages were The Second and The Third International Meetings of WTO, which were held, in April 1997 in Teheran (Iran) and November 1998 in Tbilisi (Georgia).

         And here - WTO has held the Fourth International Meeting on The Silk Road in ancient Bukhara. It analyzed the accumulated experience in the development and progress of tourism on the Silk Road, and the strategy of the subsequent actions.

         The Regional Representative of the World Tourist Organization Mr.Luigi Cabrini has noted in his speech, that the fact of realization of a forum in Bukhara indicates that the project of tourism development on The Silk Road, which had begun by WTO in 1994, is successfully put into practice.

         To the attention of the participants of the Meeting, WTO has presented a research work "Study on Visa Facilitation in the Silk Road Countries". It analyses visa requirements of each country and offers procedures of simplification of formalities on issue a multiply and transit entrance visas, and to form a single visa for The Silk Road.

         Also was submitted the WTO's research "Assessment of the North American Market for Silk Road Tourism", which discovers the basic characteristics and features of this market and eager to a high level of the tourist charges.

         WTO has approved and will universally assist in the publishing of a new tourist guidebook "The Silk Roads", prepared by the international company Trailblazer Publications. This guidebook will play the important role in marketing researches and progress of tourism on the branches of the Silk Road.

         In the program of the Fourth International Meeting, the Coordinator of The Great Silk Road Tour Operators Group Mr.Rustam Mirzaev had speech about experience of work in this new structure in the sphere of the international tourism. The main point of GSRTOGroup activity is creation and progress a qualitative new tourist product in the world market - multinational through route tours on the Great Silk Road countries. Mr.Rustam Mirzaev has also offered a creation of the Council of Heads of National Tourism Administrations of the Great Silk Road countries under the aegis of WTO, for intensification of cooperation in the field of tourism on the reviving ancient arterial road. This coordinating organ could promote a creation of special tourist space in region, simplification of crossing procedure of interstate borders for the certain categories of the tourists, liberalization of a visa conditions, edition of the information-perceptive magazine "Tourism on the Silk Road" and realization of many other actions of tourism development in the region. The Heads of National Tourism Administrations of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan already supported the idea about creation of such Council.

         It would be very desirable to hope, that WTO will undertake the creation of such Council and that this structure will work with a great interest and vigorously.

          At the conference it was marked, that the private sector in sphere of tourism, being more flexible, and outstrips state structures and National Tourism Organizations in joining the efforts in creation and progress of a unique product on the world tourist market; combined multinational through routes tours on the branches of the Silk Road. Especially was emphasized the successful activity of The Great Silk Road Tour Operators Group in this direction. Among the participants of conference were widespread the flyers of GSRTOGroup.

       The participants of the Fourth International Meeting of WTO have accepted the Bukhara Declaration, in which they confirmed their adherence to the principles of cooperation and rapprochement of the peoples on the basis of preservation of the world cultural heritage, by development of the international tourist communications. The declaration also includes the decision of WTO "to open and to provide the function of the office on the Silk Road in historical city Samarkand, which will work for all Silk Road countries".

         The decisions of the Fourth International Meeting of WTO are the important steps in the revival of The Great Silk Road. Let this transcontinental arterial road serve the rapprochement and mutual understanding of the peoples of the World in the third millennium.

Silk Road THROUGH THE TRAIN WINDOWS

Silk Road along the railway 

         The Legendary Silk Road special train trip organized by famous German tourist company Lernidee Erlebnisreisen together with Turan Asia (Kazakhstan) and Sairam Tourism (Uzbekistan) has just been successfully finished. Its itinerary passed along the routes of the Great Silk Road - this ancient transcontinental arterial road connected the East and the West.

         New tourist train passed through the territories of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan along the route: Almaty - Bukhara - Khiva - Samarkand - Chimkent - Issy-Kul - Bishkek - Almaty. 

         Tourists from Germany and Switzerland had made a fascinating trip on the railway. The guests enjoyed very much the way how the dining cars had been decorated in traditional oriental style. As a decor elements of yurt decorations, music instruments, uzbek khan atlas were used. Everyone too much enjoyed the tasting of Uzbek and Kazakh wines and vodka as well as caviar. Over the air the tourists were told about Central Asian countries through the territories of which route lay through as well as about customs and traditions of region. The tourists got acquainted with ancient Uzbek cities Khiva, Bukhara, Samarkand, Shakhrisabz, had a boat trip on the Kyrgyz lake Issy-Kul, went for a walk in the evening Bishkek, visited ethno park in Kazakhstan city Chimken, had a rest on the mountain stadium Medeo near Almaty. During the tour they had a possibility to see the perfomances of Uzbek, Kazakh, and Kyrgyz folklore groups. Farewell dinner for the tourists was organized in the yurts in the mountain restaurant "Kazakh aul".

         Disintegration of USSR and opening up CIS countries have created new opportunities for travelling through the Central Asian countries. Further completion of the railroad construction from Almaty (Kazakhstan) to Urumchi (China) for the first time ever had made the trip from Central Asia to China affordable to an average tourist. It means that the followers of Marco Polo can not only cross China by foot but also cross the border and head west by railway visiting famous ancient cities.

         In the spring this year for the first time an international train had departed from Almaty via Tashkent - Turkmenabad - Seraks - Meshed to Tehran. Its passengers became the representatives of railways, and also border and customs officers through the territories of which the route had passed. In the course of trip, a number of matters on ensuring international standards of service of the train through the entire journey had been solved.

          At present the tourist itineraries along the Great Silk Road lie through the ancient routes as it was in the time of Marco Polo. Now there are a possibility also to travel from Moscow to Beijing, have visited Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, Bishkek, Almaty and many other cities of the Silk Road.

WTO: The project of the Silk Road revival 

         An idea of the Silk Road revival - this ancient transcontinental trade arterial road, which for long centuries connected East and West is already realized in many real deeds. World Tourism Organization (WTO) plays an important role in this process. Having supported the conception of the Silk Road revival, submitted by UN during the General Assembly in 1993, WTO worked out a long-term tourists` project "The Great Silk Road" which is put into practice little by little. With the purpose of unification all the countries, organizations and private persons interested in turning the ancient caravan route into important channel of international communication, including the sphere of tourism. WTO jointly with UNESCO held in 1994 in Uzbekistan an international seminar and during the out session in the ancient Samarkand a really historical Samarkand declaration was accepted by the nineteen countries -participants.

         For the past years, a whole series of international forums, meetings and fairs with the participation of a large number travel industry representatives as well as the state authorities of the Silk Road countries were held on the initiative of World Tourism Organization. A special attention WTO pays to the development of the Great Silk Road as a tourist route and marketing strategy. 

         It is necessary to point out that our The Great Silk Road Tour Operators Group- makes its ponderable contribution to realization of WTO general program on the revival of the Great Silk Road. GSRTOGroup is represented by the tour operators from nine countries through the territories of which the main branches of this ancient caravan route have passed: China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia. Having unified in the regional tourists structure, we have worked out and successfully promote on the world market such unique tourist product, as the through tours along the Silk Road countries.

         International measures, held by WTO, have a great resonance in the world. Undoubtedly, an important landmark in the affair on the Silk Road revival will be the Fourth International Meeting on the Silk Road which will be held from 26 to 28 October this year in Bukhara-ancient Uzbekistan`s town.

Guide-book on the Silk Road 

         Hundreds of guide-books, issued in many thousand editions on various languages, covering the majority of the Silk Road countries have been published by the publishing houses. An interest to such editions is completely understood since the guide-book is a real support in the informational work on the attraction of foreign tourist to the country.

         "Silk Route by Rail" by Trailblazer Publication, "Die Seidenstrasse" - Hofman und Campe, "Silkroad" - Dimong Bug Co. Ltd and many others are quite popular among the travelers. 

         The world-known publishing house "Odyssey Publications" specializes in publishing guide-books which cover many world destinations, including Silk Road countries. The company has a great experience on publishing this important and necessary product that is in great demand on the tourists market. This publishing house has recently published its new guide-book "Kyrgyzstan" and the 6th edition of "Uzbekistan". In the nearest time "Odyssey Publications" intends to publish such books as "Silk Road" (7th edition), "Iran" , "Georgia".

         The Publishing House intends to publish a colorful tourists` map "The Great Silk Road" and the new 600-pages guide-book "Along the Silk Road. Monks, Warriors, Merchants on the Silk Road", covering the territory from China to the Caucasus.

         This printed matter will be a great support for tour operators in their marketing activity and active promotion of unique tour product - the routes of the Great Silk Road on a global scale.

The Great Silk Road High-Speed Motor-Ways 

         The motor-rally Hamburg-Shanghai along the Great Silk Road organized with the help of the German company Wirtgen International Gmbh has been recently finished. The first stage lay from Hamburg to Tashkent, the second - covered the route Tashkent-Andizhan-Osh-Irkeshtam-Aksu-Korla-Turfan-Urumchi.

         The motor-rally was conducted with a view to study the possibilities of practical exploitation of these transport routes, to find out if the routes meet the international standards, to study roadside service offices, the systems of customs procedures, and also to work out practical recommendations for their harmonization between countries-participants of TRASECA project. In such a way, idea of revival of the Great Silk Road, that again is called to be the most important channel of profound international cooperation of various countries of the world in the field of economy, culture, diplomacy, tourism. But now, not the caravan tracks will lie via its branches, and high-speed motor ways, connecting the East and the West, Europe and Asia. Construction of new roads has always been the most important factor of economic prosperity of the countries. 

         It is intended to connect motor-ways of Europe, Caucasus countries, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Kazakhstan in the unified route in the nearest future. It will lead to the further development of contacts between the countries and peoples, to rapid integration of countries in to the world community, also to the boom of auto travels along the Great Silk Road. 

